


‘ditor’s Note

Politically speaking, Nepalese democracy is tread-
ing on a difficult path now. The forces that united-
ly brought the downfall of the partyless Panchayat
system in 1990 have now been starkly reversed:
the former Panchas and then despots, now play a
leading e even in the tic1 _ > Not
only the common people but also the senior lead-

. of the main political parties, the Communist
Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist and Leninist) and
the Nepali Congress say, 'this is quite unfortunate’.
What political tactics, then, do they employ to
solve the dilemma ? They also have answers on
page 3.

z people of the Least Developed Countries
(LDCs) are suffocating to death from the confus-
ing jargons and theories promulgated by the rich-
est countries mostly in the name of development
assistance for third world countries. Despite their
seemingly altruistic intent, it is actually a disas-
trous impact to ruin the lives of millions people in
t third world. Barbara Adams argues that the
rich countries only work for their own benetfit; they
have little to do with the needs of the people in
countries like Nepal. As a result of the economic
invasion, our economy, natural resources, environ-
ment and, ultimately, the sovereignty are at stake.
Her analysis on page 15 gives a thought provoking
insight.

Cultural invasion in Nepal has posed a grave chal-
lenge in terms of the preservation of our tradition
which is not only rich but also subtle.” :invasion
has specifically affected the indigenous people and
their culture, thus violating their human rights. Dr.
KB Bhattachan succinctly explains the reasons.

INSEC organised the first National Human Rights
C ference in April 1997. The Human Rights Year
Book 1996 has come to the public reporting on
various heartrending incidents. This issue of
Informal addresses these and other pressing ques-
tic  as well.

With seasonal greetings!
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lations have occurred, draw the attention of the
government and seek their solution. And the gov-
ernment should see where the crime has been com-
mitted and where the law has been offended.
"Police force should be kept under control of the
government, it is a servant of the nation. The police
should protect the rights of the peoples, not to
infringe them", the senior leader stressed. "A  me
gives birth to another and the government of the
day is responsible for the origin of a crime as it is
a  e=d with ammunition, guns and handcuffs", Dr
Regmi was speaking with reference to the increas-
ing crimes in Nepal.

Referring to the prisoners of conscience, Dr. Regmi

noted that if communists are in power they
imprison persons of opposition ideology, and if
those claiming to be democrats have access to
power they imprison the communists. This way,
prisoners of conscience are kept behind bars.

Dr. Regmi lauded the effort of the INSEC to write
the book and said that the book stands as the record
of the sufferings of the people. He expressed his
unhappiness over the present political trend of the
country and added, "I am against any political
appointment.”

"I am a strong opponent of the Panchayat. T love
democracy and only hope to see a bright Nepal, a

Human Rights .
summary an

No significant progress ha
n ced in the overall human
situation in the country thi
Instead, the Maoist-spo
"Peo s War", political crimi
tion, arbitrary increase in
leges of MPs and minister:
slackness in court functio
significant social disc
made the year 1996 to em-
b d as a year of desp i
lence for Nepalese. A :
jumbo cabinet was
¢ atry which has 2
205 seats in the;
Representatives, and
147000 square kil
than 125 political
appointed as advise]
of various commi
mittees. They we
equivalent to thos
fron

Judiciary
The judiciary

‘ while

of | ing law.: The
"played an a

made a lot of speeches, but they dld
not take any decisions for the people
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_t}n dicts ‘tor protect; humarn rights this
year. The Supreme Court ruled that |

thatone can be kept in custody only
{88, pet the daw; and: to extend 'the | j
in custody there should be
t reason. Decisions have|..
i made in connection with

The Supreme Court has repealed the
restrictive  terminolo 8y used in

. Abuse of
calls for the
me Minister

surts did not act as
ry. The Supreme
inalised 31.6% of all
ber 1993, a writ
as corpus v filed
arch for Prabhakar
disappeared while

d by INSEC Chairman
urel in 1993 against the
system prevailing in con-
\ to the human rights and
mental rights guaranteed
onstitution. Similarly, no
was taken on the writ peti-
d by Krishna Prasad
ti on 19 November 1993
the laws that recognise the

number of cases in district

INFORMAL




pea
Dr.

W

Che
Part
Len
Mir
said
insu
to t
viol

. oL
L X
fron
trict
whi
due
pers
cust
late
The
Apy
mot
rath

Cou
old
doc
mer
cou
bety
c
atec
selv
[‘ . are
ty; t
peo
- ple
' trial
long
tion

Rolj
Con
Pras
long
torh

INF

‘ul land with cheerful and satisfied Nepalese.”

:gmi said

should cut short the distances
Man Mohan Adhikari

nan of the Communist
of Nepal (Unified Marxist-
ist) and former Prime }
er Man Mohan Adhikari [
1at the issue of the Maoist
ency, which has given rise
incidents of human rights .
ons in different parts of the country, should

be properly settled by initiating necessary political
measures. "Human rights need to be respected and
not violated from any quarters. To ensure that
breaches of human rights do not take place, human
rights activists should draw the attention of the gov-
ernment and political parties and give pressure”, he
added.

"Though democracy is now in its eighth year, a
high political culture has not yet evolved in the
country. In this situation, a good relation between
the democratic forces of the country is needed,” he
said adding, "the NC and the UML should cut short
the distance existing between them to defeat the

is constantly increasing. This

so Judges were found absent

1eir office in some remote di
A person died in Mugu jail
in custody waiting for trial
the judge's absence. Anoth
had to spend two years |
y waiting for trial. It was ¢ ¢
nen the cases were finali
wcrease in the num
late Courts was aﬂegedly
ited by political : purpose
than necessity.

are still operating in the age-
anner. The lack:of modern
ientation and: office equip-
s immediately evident in the
[t was voiced that the relation
n the bench and bar should
eloped, but no step was initi-
t this regard. V:

complamed tha

fering from extreme formali-
7 are slow and dlstanced from.

EVEII 1I'l Ordmary cases: peo=

- kept in custody waiting for
it their cases go unheard fora |
s has ‘added an vaddl-

oressure on the Jalls

District Developme
ittee  Chairman
Subedi had suffered pro-
illness due to severe police
; so much so that he had to be

IMAL

Subedi was arrested on the char 2 D
‘of hisalleged mvolvement in Mamst « th

« {-.report of the committee formed to
trace: the. whereabouts of the per-
Phakku ;‘;Panchayat rule was brought out fo
public notice. The coalition govern-
ment formed after overturning the
minority government through the |

carried on the back in order to be

_present before the Rolpa District
Court. He collapsed in. the court
v_while‘ekpla'ining’a point, Still
complained, . the cour

provide justice against torture

act1v1_t_1es

Govemment 7
The mmouty govemmen ;of the
CPN (UML) formed in 1995-had ini-

tiated some.-good work. The CPN

(UML) had acceded to power with-a
commitment o the formation of
human rights commission, the abo-
lition of bonded labout:system; and
compensationagainst torture; It had
also declared to bring to the public
the reports fof the  Mallik
Commission and -of the committee

{-constituted to- identify. the: where-

abouts of disappeared persons. The

‘government successfully publicised

the report of the Mallik Commission
which was formed to discover the

perpetrators -of the fana: Andolan.

(the.mass'movement). Similarly, the

ons

no-trust motion also continued
these activities. As a result, laws
were enacted on these subjects

except on the bonded labour.

ist) declared the
¢ the tenure of

The even of "abduction' and 'busi-
ness' of MPs to defeat the no-trust
motion was much talked about this

.HolmeMmlster flew with the MPs to
Biratnagar when the House of

Repiesentatives was preparing to
- vote on the motion. Similarly, it
‘came to light that the Home
_Minister had claimed that he had

experiences of terrorist activities.

| Also many were aware of the
e | speech of the Chief District Officer
r | of Sindhuli District which observed

that the limitations of the constitu-
tional stipulations should not be
observed to suppress the "Maoists".
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oppor! st elements that have posed a threat to
democracy." Referring to the NC initiative to bring
down the UML government Mr Adhikari remarked,
"Given the composition of parliament we were
already in minority. The senior leader Girija Prasad
Koirala assured us of his support hence we tormed
the minority government. But Mr. Koirala could
1 :  als wor er 9-n 1, an unholy
and unnatural equation of NC and RPP was formed
to pull us down. From then, the politics of Nepal

trod on a track which is not expected in terms of

democratic values."

Adhikari pointing out the need for essential under-
standing between NC and UML, the two forces
which jointly spearheaded the popular movement
of 1990 that established parliamentary democracy,
said, "I have never taken the present power equa-
tion as a natural outcome. It is unnatural prod  of
perverse political situation." "today there is urgent
need for some kind of understanding between NC
and UML. Both the parties have made mistakes, it
is time for candid self-criticism," he said adding "in
the given scenario, only an UML-NC equation
gives the nation a stable government."

The p e resorted to lathi charge
over the demonstration by the
blind. and the sit-in called by the
tea s The demonstration called
by the sabled was also suppressed
by the police. The street demonstra-
tors protesting against the Mahakali
Treaty were also arrested.

Police officers committed rape b

1 outside their offices. It;
no ported what action was
against the culprits. Un
events also occurred in:
witcheraft accusations.
tions included physical

ing increased ;
ent orise.

: therein.:

resolv
zenship,
untouchability, an
addition, the gover
res 1sible for ese issues’
not well mobilised.

ing to cti-:

The coalition government of the
NC,RPP, P and the independent

engaged in main-

ensation against torture this year.
These should be taken as steps. i
the right direction despite the fla

"‘v‘MPs' from both ruling an
tion benches remained a:
1p for approvmg abil

perate women trafficked to India,
persons suppressed by the govern-

o sustain the
decision mak-

‘Maoists', citizenship, landless
squatters, etc. were raised in the
liament. _

as made to guarantee

ibuted formal
" concentrated
es instead of

by the MPs just in

arguments against

nd the violation of party-
the issues of national

ad fallen prey to anarchy.

_This year the parliament told the
~ media-world off for the material it
published. Failure and in-fighting
g | were prevalent during two no-trust
the | motions and a confidence motion in
sonal | parliament.

Events of Violation
The 1996 Year Book 1996 has

relief of des- imparted an important message in
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arena and to save democracy from the anti-democ-
ratic elements who are trying to raise their heads
recently. Voicing his displeasure over the current
political situation, he said, "I am hot happy with my
own party's activities."

Recounting the manoeuvres of ministers and an MP
the  cial no-confidence motion faced by
Sher Bahadur Deuba last December, when five cab-
inet ministers flew away to Bangkok and a parlia-
mentarian was taken into hiding in India, Koirala
said. "Democracy is suffering from anomalies.”
INSEC Chairman Sushil Pyakurel presided over
the programme in which noted academics, human

rights activists, journalists, students, political
activists and others participated. Putting his con-
cluding remarks, Mr Pyakurel expressed pity for
the deteriorating records of human rights in the
country. At a time when the gap is widening
between the CPN (UML) and the I Hali Co

the two political forces which jointly fought for
democracy in 1990, the promises of the top leaders
of both the parties to consolidate democracy and to
hold control over the anti-democratic manoeuvres
gives us a sense of delight and satisfaction, Mr
Pyakurel noted adding, "however, these commit-
ments should follow due actions."

post of clerk or shahib as in bygo
days in the countries under the co
nial rule.

Educational institutions, sch
and colleges have been turned
places for dumping political
dities. They have been u
power camps for party politi

The gap between private a
schools is resulting in
tion of distinct classes of
from both the social an
standpoints. The educa
adopted today has not
contribute to linguisti
tural protection, s
transformation in
Teaching profession
adopted only temp
better opportunit
said that many wi
continue teachin
profession only
ter job.

Trade Uni

The sector of #

school teachérs.
the restoration of democrié
demand was made to include |
human rights education in the
school curriculum. But until today

8

no step has been taken in this direc-

and the people at large

ic - been ill-treated for pubhshmg
olicy:  news. However, our media world'is
' gradually pmgr e 'smg towards :pro-

Trade Union Movement in Nepal
e WAS v1olent1y suppressed during the
‘Panchayat system.” Many: workers
re killed as their demonstrations © Vi
re suppressed. ’
Teaders of Nepal are the products of
o "’de union movemerit.

fter the establishment of ‘multi-

announced a policy'to invo
civil servants, corporation e

and workers to trade unions.

. Workers' demands have been limit-
ic demands only. No

’kers in informal
ent has just been
ultural workers,

‘e not been followei .

social organisation
its commitment to pro-
services to relieve the
¢ women living in prostitu-
India. Even the Prime
assured his co-operation,
yur government remained
nt to accept their relief. It did
o-operate with the human
organisations which were
y to take the responsibility.
al today has been recognised as
1 “country for exporting women" to
countries in the Middle East, Hong

Some ‘political
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dra Sharma, Director of the Centre for

took on human rights movement as an insepa-
rable part of the national movement even in the
Panchayat Regime when human rights was sus-
pended.” Speaking with reference to the gov-
ernments formed af 1990, Chairman
Pyakurel observed that they have failed to hon-
our the martyrs of democratic movement.
Similarly, he held that the governments have
not been responsive to protect the families of

the tims of Torture and Bisheswara Dahal,
Adv  rto CPN (UML) Central Committee also
wisl  a success of the conference and spoke
ont issues of human rights.
The  augural Session was chaired by INSEC
Cha ian Sushil Pyakurel. Putting his remarks
Mr  akurel said, “Human rights defenders
s 5 discriminating male and

f  le children. Women are dis-
¢ ~inated against within families
a within society. The problems
a rrave as women do not enjoy
I participation- in_education,
th, politics:and other sectors.

- L..crimination’ is also embodied

it e form of caste. The state:

it Tis indifferent to the problems
o e large populace discriminat-
e 1 thecountry.

- T  state's discriminatory pohcy .
it zsource allocation has con- .. o
3 I»mpm'zi,tyj,

1 ted to the unequal develop-
n. _.t of different g‘e(‘):graphical
n been able o equally protecyi”
a  promote the language and cul-
v of the people.

itation

al have been contributing to

ited to the continued exploita-

of the agriculture:labourers,

are also gravely concerned by

rising trend ot child fabourin

al. This has been challenging
¢ he national commitments.

- exploitation. of women's
I wr is grave in the country.
v men's labour constitute two-
t 1 of domestic and agriculture
I ur. Women are either under-

S
I\
S
€
|
b iaiya and-haliya has: con-
t
t
3
t
!
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e of the traditional systems of

ain the various forms of
oitation. The lack of the legis-
ns to end the systems hke

paid or non-paid. The trafficking
and sale of women and children
for sexual exploitation disheartens
us. Child Marriage, Polygamy,
unequal marriage, dowry-and jari
system are -additional means of
exploiting,.-discriminating - against
and oppressing women.

- Some traditional customs prevail-
ing in the society contribute to the
exploitation of women. Badi,
Deuki, Jhuma, and Polyandri are

',Tzadmonally zmpumty prevatls‘ in
Nepal. The criminals are not only
unpunished - they wre d

awarded
- The human r1ght< vm}ators are

-the posmblhty o’r mere v101at10ns -

~ of human rights.
- The somal enwronment whwh

allows those who accuse wamen_

of being wiiches, and the perpetra-
tors of family violence, (0 openly
and proudly saunter around, is our
grave concern.

4. International Capital

- The international capital has also
adversely -affected -our-~human
rights movement. The policies of
the World Bank, IMF, ADB,
WTO, and the investors of the
developed countries have adverse-
ly affected the decision power of

some examples. .

our governments. This has con-
tributed to the violations of the
economic, social and cultural
rights of people.

- Itis-agreed that the act of accept-
ing the ' conditionalities of inter-
national investors and- expressing
the commitments in their policies,
in contradiction to the internation-
al commitments on human rights ,
1s opposed fo human rights.

5 Unless efforts are made to increase
the campaigns for

human rights
education, it is nearly impossible to

_create a human rights culture among
“the people and state machineries.

Our Future Responsibilities

We make our commitment fo under-
taking the following tasks in future:
- 1. Efforts will be made to enact leg-
- islations, create mechanisms for
their - effective  implementation
_ and launch programmes to end
discrimination against women
and children.

2. Efforts will be made to  enact
new faws:to end. caste-based dis-
crimination

3. The solution of ‘the unequal
development due to the unequal
distribution ot resources will be
sought and programmes will be
carried out to empower the peo-
ple.

4. Effort will be made to end the
remnants of the slavery or slave-
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tion profiting most from this pro-
ject which many experts think
we should have undertaken our-
selves. Julia Chang Bloch's hus-
band, Stu, is said to be on the
Board of Directors of Morrison
Knudson, a consortium of
Nor 7, Finland, andt U.£
which designed the project. We
 should also not forget, while
extolling the benefits of the run-
or-the-river- KG project, that the
Marsyangdi , which is also a "run-
of-the river " project, was one
of the most expensive of its kind
in =world. The cost estimates
- for the Kali Gandaki will cer-
tainly soar again before the pro-
ject is completed

Thet iondollar West Seti pro-
ject, on the other hand , will be
carried out by the Australian
Snowy Mountain Engineering
Corporation.  All the power it
produces will be sold to India,
and so far no environment
impact study has even been hinted
at. This project is said to ve
been promoted by Les Douglas,
former Australian Ambassador
to Nepal who is now working
for the SMEC. Again the pub-
lic has not been consulted, and
has no idea what is being foisted
upon it. The looming spectre of
Pancheswhore, once conceived
as the world's second highest
dam, is of course still haunting
us , as one of the inconceivably
mammoth offshoots of the ill-
conceived but effectively con-
cealing Mahakali Treaty. 1is
dam, if we do not stop its con-
struction,  will submerge 30
square kilometres of Nepalese
territory, and displace 25,000
people.. It isto be located in an
earthquake-prone zone and is
already terrifying populations on

16

bol sides of the border.

As if all the above were not
enough, the Sapta Koshi high
dam has come back into the fore
after years of simmering in the
background. Experts agree that
the Sapta Kosi is beneficial to
India and Bangladesh but not to
Nepal.. What Nepal needs is the
Sunkosi  Diversion and the
Kamala Dam project, not the
Sapta Koshi dam which is a
much solicited "gift" to Indian
interests.. Everyone should read
Saturday's Kat 1andu Post col-
umn by M.D. Karki, called:
"S ta Koshi High Dam:
isaster for Nepal."

The fact that big dams have been
discredited all over the world,
and usually  bring more new
problems than e old ones they
promise to solve, doesn't seem to
bother the powers that be , who
are all too ready to sacrifice future
generations for immediate cash.

veryone knows that big dams
wreak ecological disaster  on
huge areas of land, unless they
are tightly and efficiently man-
aged. Badly managed big dam
projects can be disastrous to river
ecology. (The Karnali project,
for example, is sure to wipe out
the st of the rare fresh water dol-
phins  which tourists flock to
Bardia to see, as well as disturb-
ing the breeding patterns of other
riverine life.) "Large dams
change a self-regulating ecologi-
cal system into one that must be
managed.” says one encyclopae-
dia. Everyone also knows that
Nepal has one of the highest rates
of siltation in the world.

The Grollier encyclopaedia
mentions the danger of silting ,

and cites Nepal as an example:
"In Nepal, deforestation and
farming on steep lands threaten to
incapacitate the few dams already

built on Himalayan rivers."
Surprisii not me by
Nepal's big dam advocates to

whom mega dams mean mega
dollars, is the fact that silting,
deforestation, and greater impov-
erishment of the hill peoples will
inevitably accompany all the
above projects. The problem of
silting is vividly illustrated by
current newspaper stories about it
affecting our present electrici
supply. The Kulekhani reservoir
which was supposed to have a
life of a hundred years, is so
badly silted up that a new tunnel
has to be built at a cost of 40 mil-
lion dollars ----a third of the cost
of the entire project--- after only
15 years of service.

As if all the above were st
enough we are about to agree to
turn over a huge tract of Bara f

est to a private Finnish
Company for "management"
(read "profit.")  The local peo-
ple are outraged, and totally
against turning over their forest
to foreign lumbering interests
but that doesn't seem to both

our "loot-Sarkar.’
Environmentalists who saw the
Finnish feasibility study months
ago swore the project was
another disastrous blow to com-
munity forest management, but
our "Government seems deter-
mined so sell even our forests,
in their rush to “privatisation."
Sociologists and social monitors
are fighting to stop another
looming  disaster for Nepal:
Mahat's  brainchild of an "off-
shore banking system." This is
a transparent ploy to attract
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drug money and other ill-gained
profits, from sleazy foreign
businesses and criminal foreign

l >N, interested  in
' " black money., in
& weew ...ven. One can imag-
ine what this input and influx
will "o to our already disinte-

grat y society!

>

Take a good look at the Nepal 1

hav ust described. Mega-pro-
ject :verywhere:  Our  hills
blas 1away for roads to carry
materials to build the dams.

}’ orcign consultants everywhere,
ing the jobs so vital for our

edu ed unemployed; criminals
being invited in to launder their
money.  Nepal, a small poor
country, torn apart and ravaged
by big rich projects conceived
and manned by big rich foreign-
ers, to whose "wisdom" we must
alw s defer.. Our rivers sold
to irrigate the fields of our neigh-
bours. Our sovereignty sold to
the commercial interests of the
capitalist world, and the con-
niving of our Southern neigh-
bov=; the on job training and
em werment of our qualified
eng zers and technicians to
ren__n forever an unachievable

. .dre 1.

It i unbelicvable that no one
has et rebelled against these
destructive projects and policies
as the people are rebelling
age st the Narmada and Tehri
dams in India.. It is amazing
that our environmentalists are not
fac’ zupto Enron, not to men-
tio Ram Saran Mahat and the
IMr.  We remain, as always,
quiet little lambs being led into
for=*2n slaughter houses by those
wt  touch the feet of foreign
bo s, who (ravel to foreign

4}
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any patriotism  left

hospitals,; who maintain foreign
bank accounts, and who will
flee to foreign lands at the first
hint of popular revolt against
their  devastation -of a once
proud, independent, country.

It is high time for the younger
generation to take charge and
direct their own destiny and the
destiny of their country. It is
high time to say no to the IMF,
the World Bank,  the multi-
nationals, and other instruments
of foreign policy and destructive
power, who would buy us,
destroy us, and then abandon us
for places  which are still inno-
cent, credulous : Still willing to
be raped and ravaged in the name
of development, and corrupted
in the name of "foreign aid."

Nepal is poised and positioned
for a suicidal leap into the arms
of total destruction. If we have
We must
grab her reins and turn her back
to the path of safety and sanity

Small is not only beautiful, it
works!  Our enginecrs and tech-
nicians and skilled and unskilled

labour can build the country
gradually and lovingly, from the

bottom up They can build

um -sized hydra-electric projects
in every development district and
sustainable power sources in vil-
lages too remote to benefit from
the former. They can instil pride
and technological know-how in

our people, and will preserve
the environment because it is
THEIRS. Enough kow-towing

to ideas which do not suit us,
and foreigners who only want to
exploit us. If we wait any longer
it will be too late.  The time to
grab control of our destiny is
NOW!

Note: The article has been written
in response to buying and selling
of MPs and ministers as it hap-
pened the last December to defeat
the no trust motion tabled against
the then coalition government of
the Nepali Congress, Rastriya
Prajatantra Party and Nepal
Sadvawana Party.

(Barbara Adams is a noted human
rights activist and a prolific
writer.)

' 'ts-,strug gle for human rlghts movement for the las '
”‘SEC has now stepped on to constructing its own
ing which shall be named after late Prakash Kaﬂe th

and ounder of INSEC.

-ounddtion stone was laid on 28 April 1997 a
gr’lmrne which was. participated in by
Representatwes of Human Rights Year Book for all
ricts. INSEC Chairman zmd INSEC activists join
dation stone.
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name it, are consumed by urban
Nepalese people without any
thoughts to its impact on their
inc enous society and culture.
Sit arly, several such products,
inc__ ling soft drinks (such as coca
cola), liquors (such as San Miguel,
Tuborg, and Carlsberg beers), elec-
tronic products (such as radio and
TV wre consumed by Nepalese vil-
lag ;. The impact has been more
int. ;e and deep on the younger
generation than the older. For
example, indigenous nationality
s, such as the Thakali youths
English fluently but not their
own mother tongue, Thakali.
Similarly, the Limbu youth, indige-
nous peoples of the eastern Nepal,
has no interest in their own cultural
traditions such as "yalangba" (tradi-
tional dance).

Another impact related to that is the
invasion in societal norms and val-
ucs. Nepalese people who have
come In contact with the Western
norms and values through various
me 1 have begun to look down
upe  their own tradition. The unbri-
dle influence of the West has so
bli. y indoctrinated the Nepalese
you s that they are now brought to

. ‘iscover that individualism is better
- 1

han communitarianism.
Ch  Hanity is invading the place of
animism, Bon, Lamaism,

Hinduism, and Buddhism. Nepalese
people have begun discarding local
brewed chiyang and rongha due to
the influence of Western beer.
Drinking water is a shame for them
ins” d of drinking coca cola. And,
wa ng or trekking has been
replaced by the intention of driving
cars.

An er important impact of exter-
nal cultural invasion is observed in
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ie violation of human rights of the
victims, specially the indigenous
peoples. The Universal Declaration
of Human Rights and the Rights of
the Indigenous Peoples, ILO and
other UN Conventions provide the
right to all indigenous peoples to
protect their respective societies
and cultures. But the external inva-
sion along with internal colonialism
has already destroyed these pre-
cious societies and cultures. Even
the cultures of internal colonisers,
that is, Pan-Nepalese culture has
got a serious blow from an external
cultural invasion. The Nepalese
rulers have had forced the indige-
nous peoples to speak the Nepali
language, but all Nepali language
speakers, including the ruling social
groups, arc forced to spcak the
English language under a strong
influence of the process of globali-
sation. Interestingly indigenous
peoples, who have a culture of beef
consumption, are prohibited from
eating beef, but such is not the case
with imported beef catered in the
restaurants  of  star  hotels in
Kathmandu.

It is believed by many Nepalese
intellectuals that pacification of the
Nepalese revolutionaries is another
serious impact of external cultural
invasion. Young Nepalese people
are 1o more interested in the every-
day-life problems facing 20 million
of fellow country men. They have
shown their strong interest in alien
music, songs, dance, sports, and life
styles.

One of the most worrtsome impact
of the external cultural invasion is
increasing dependency on the West
for everything. Nepal's annual bud-
gets heavily rely on donors' finan-
cial support. External reliance has
destroyed local sclf-rcliance and

has published

subsequently, national self-reliance.
Traditionally, community members
used to keep their neighbourhood
clean, build bridges, trails, roads,
and  _ation channels, to maintain
the environment. Now, they heavily
depend on external agencies to get
such things done.

It should be noted here, however,
that no indigenous society~and cul-
ture can be left untouched by the
process of globalisation in this
global village. The preservation of
cultural cocoon is not acceptable
either. Nor is the global homogeni-
sation favourable to all. There
should be something in between;
some rejection and some preserva-
tion.

External cultural invasion has posed
a dilemma in a country like Nepal,
which is multi-caste/ethnic, multi-
lingual, multi-religious, and multi-
cultural. The problem is to make a
choice- what to take from alien cul-
ture and what to preserve from tra-
dition. And such on informed
choice will not be possible unless
the Nepalese rulers allow indige-
nous peoples to exercise their
human rights, including the rights
to education in their own mother
tongue, right to their land, water,
pasture, rivers or rivulets, forests,
and the right to self determination.

(Dr. Knshna B. Bhattachan was
formerly the Chair and is currently
a lecturer at the Department of
Sociology and  Anthropology,
Tribhuvan University, Kathmandu.
He has extensive experiences and
several research
papers on a range of development
issues, including ethno-develop-
ment in Nepal.)
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{ man Rights and Development:
Defining the Relatio i1ship

This essay seeks to examine critical-
ly the relationship between human
rights and development. It argues the
need for a clear definition of what
‘dev ient’ means, before it can be
located within human rights dis-
co e

Human Rights discourse has tradi-
tionally centred on the civil and
political: in particular the abuse of
power by the nation state. The civil
rig s movements led by Emily
Pankhurst (to secure the vote for
women in Britain), and Martin
Luther King are key examples.
These respective movements sought
to address inequalities within a
nation’s population by legal remedy.

But human rights discourse has
recently addressed a new question -
that of socio-economic ri  s.
Socio-economic rights, though dis-
tinct trom civil and political rights,
are born from the same impulse;
namely that human rights is a uni-
versal concept. As the UN
Universal Declaration of human
rights states: “all human beings are
born free and equal in dignity and

rights” (article t,Universal
Declaration of Human Rights,

1948). Yet in a world of increasing
inequality and stratification, people
are neither born, nor live “free and
equal”. And discussions of human
rights have moved beyond the limits
of the state to a global arena.

In this global context relative pros-
perity is conventionally measured by
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- Sophie Unwin

lev  of development. As such
‘developed’ nations are seen to rep-
resent an ideal to which ‘developing’
nations must inexorably progress
towards. This is clearly reflected by
the Declaration on Social Progress
and Development proclaimed by
General Assembly resolution 2542
of 11 December 1969:

“Recognising that the primary
responsibility for the development
of the developing countries rests on
those countries themselves and
acknowledging the pressing need to
narrow and eventually close the gap
in : standards of hving between
economically more advanced and
developing countries and, to that
end, that Member States shall have
the responsibility to pursue internal
and external policics designed to
promote  social  development

throughout the world, and in particu- .

r to assist developing countries to
accelerate their economic growth”

From the above, it is clear that eco-
nomic growth, development and
progress are mutually supporting

rms. Economic growth becomes
invested with a moral superiority,
for not only do the ‘economically
advanced countries’ represent an
ideal, but the developing countries
must hold themselves responsible
for the position they are in. Within
the socio-economic definition of the
‘ri . to development’, human rights
and development are unambiguously
aligned.

The problem is not perceived to be
inherent to the existing structure: the
solution is merely a qu ion of
‘accelerating growth’, of speeding
up the current situation. Yet since
1969, and in the last decades of
development assistance, the only
thing seeing ‘accelerated growth’ is
the gap between the world’s rich and
poor. Further, conventional devel-
opment economics holds that indus-
trialisation is the central way of cre-
ating growth. However, increasing
industrialisation has, as a general
world trend, created greater socia’
stratification within countries a
well as between them. The urban
poor are especially vulnerable: wit-
ness the street children in
Kathmandu, often lured to the urban
centre by stories and of wealth and
opportunity which fail to match with
the reality (their reality) of city life.
Already vulnerable, they are further
exploited - the majority work in car-
pet factories where they do not earn
wages adequate to sustain them-
selves.

We live in a world where a tiny
minority of the population command
the majority of the wealth, and in a
world where the minority is getting

smaller and the majority 1s gettinr .

bigger. It is unlikely that huma
rights can be meaningfully respected
or implemented in such conditions
of increasing global injus 2. In this
context, what docs ‘development’
mean?

The world is arranged along lines of
North and South: the rich industri-
alised nations, and the poor develop-
ing ones, and by extension the ‘rich’
and the ‘poor’.(Of course these divi-
sions are artificial and fail to
acknowledge the extent of local
elites within developing countries).
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Alo  this division, the North is
ordi  ly portrayed as not only eco-
non lly richer, but morally and
intellectually richer than the South.
As  ank Furedi cntically writes:
“Th there arc 2 kinds of societies,
prol  m ones and those that provide
solt  ns - is now an accepted fact in
intc tional relations”. To arrive
at conceptual divide of rich
cou  ies that provide solutions, and
poo  countries that require assis-
tanc 1s to use a specific definition
of | verty. ‘Poverty’ is measured
onl' 1 economic terms, by a global
0 mic system. The global eco-
Q)n system’s ideology is one of
infiune expansion, material growth
and economic development - a myth
ina Hrld of finite resources. David
Kor 1 explains: "The data indicate
that  wvironmental destruction is a
dirc  consequence of a world econ-
om  1at has outgrown the capabili-
ty ¢ e earth’s ecology to sustain it.
If «+ then more aggregate growth
wil 1ly exacerbate the problem and
hasten ecosystem collapse™. This
ecological destruction most immedi-
atcl  hreatens the survival of people
livi in non-industrial societies
wh ave directly reciprocal rela-
tior ips with their environment.
Ult ately, it threatens the survival
f1  entire world population. And
tv ild be impossible to talk about
hur 2 rights if there were no
hur  as!

The zlobal economic system has
alre...y concentrated material wealth
¢ ainareas. In its own pragmat-
ic+ -interest it is unlikely to want
to change the balance of power.  So
it alikely that the global econom-
ics em will be interested in people
wh  ave nothing - it will target pco-
ple  10-in material terms - have lit-
tle  t who are likely to want and to
BU more.
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‘In material terms’: remember that
when 1t comes to cconomics that is
what we are always talking about.
Yet poverty is not merely a matter of
money. In this regard Vandana
Shiva produces a uselul analysis; “It
is useful to separate a cultural con-
ception of subsistence living as
poverty from the material experi-
ence of poverty that is the result of
dispossession and deprivation™. To
produce a crude distinction: there is
absolute poverty, which means not
having the means for healthy sur-
vival, and culturally perceived
poverty.  To quote Shiva again;
"People are perceived as poor if they
eat millet rather than commercially
produced and distributed food sotd
by global agri-business”. Culturally
defined poverty is a definition
imposed on one group of people by
another. because they cannot tolerate
(and cannot profit {rom) the other’s
difference. This kind of attitude
cquates eating with your hands as
poverty, or not having a television as
poverty. It is a form of cultural
imperialism: a heavily ideological
position.  Further, cultural defini-
tions of poverty can themselves cre-
ate absolute poverty when these def-
mitrons are internalised by people
who did not previously consider
themselves poor.

But the rhetoric of business does not
acknowledge the 1deological stance
behind the position of economic
growth. Itappears to defy dissent by
posturing as pragmatic - it is cheap-
er (o rclocate to China, so we have o
relocate to China - and therefore
neutral.  This position is frequently
encountered, and has a vencer of
reasonablencss to it.  Yet it is both
hypocritical and hides a strong ideo-
logical  position  of its  own.
Hypocritical because of the mani-

fold legal measurcs that prevent a

corresponding return flow of labour
and barriers to fair trade. (Labour
flow from North to South is called
‘expatriate’, the reverse is called
‘immigrant’). Ideological because
profit means only profit in the spe-
cific economic terms hinted at earli-
er. It has nothing necessarily to do
with greater efficiency, service,
quality or, radically, happiness. And
though you cannot legislate for a
right to happiness'!, these are the
factors affecting people's basic
human rights.  Interestingly, in a
recent policy report on poverty pre-
pared by the Kathmandu office of
'Save the Children', the definition of
poverty was extended from a con-
ventional economic one of 'income
over consumption’, to a more inclu-
sive one: poverty being "the absence
of a secure and sustainable liveli-
hood"4.

Implicit to the ideology of business
is that there is no alternative to the
dominant economic model. Yet
practical alternatives are frequently
already extant in traditional societies
or in developing countries. And
where not in use, they are produced.
In sustainable communities where
waste does not feature, locally avail-
able materials are used according to
need: The cow is fed the grass and
produces the manure which fertilises
the plants and lines the house. Even
with the advent of industrialisation,
the practecality of this position, s in
evidence, for example, traffic barri-
ers are fashioned with poles of bam-
boo levered with stones. To take the
contrasting examples of an industri-
al farm in North America, and a
small rural farm in Nepal. In the for-
mer, the yields arc much higher in
terms of acres than the latter, but
once the input of machinery and fer-
tilisers 1s taken into consideration,
the input/output etficiency is actual-
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ly much lower. What’s more, the
latter is a sustainable system that
will support itself.

Economics is separate from trade -
the exchange of goods and services.
In terms of trade what matters is a
good's style, intrinsic value, and use-
fulness or need. Yet the economic
system’s categories replace value
with price, need with demand and
st with fashion. The discrepancy
between the former and the latter can
be seen in places where a tourist
market displaces a local market,
when the global economy subsumes
the needs of a particular group of
people to the whims and superior
purchasing power of another. To the
economic system value is meaning-
less. There is no hierarchy of value
between, say, a kilo of potatoes and
a  stic decoration. There is only a
h: rchy of price.

The first step, then is to recognise
the faulty thinking behind this eco-
nomic position, espoused by govern-
ments and business alike, to see it as
an ideological position that furthers
its own Interests, rather than a sim-
ple reflection of how the world is.
Once this thinking is revealed for
what it is - a sham - it becomes much
less conceptually powerful and by
extension, less powerful in practical
terms.

This is how multi-national compa-
nies sell goods by creating depen-
dence where before there was auton-
omy. Local societies which were
previously sustainable and mutually
supportive are ‘opened up’ to for-
eign influences and in turn become
dependent on them. If foreign pow-
ers and their products are resisted
they become powerless .( A good
example is the sales of instant milk
in developing countries, which can
only be sustained by virtue of its
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aggressive advertising campaigns).
If foreign defi ions are resisted
then, instantly, there is no poverty in
the village where everyone has food,
sh >r and access to clean water.
Instead if we look at what they prob-
ably do have - an air, community
and their sanity intact - we could
begin to assess the RICHNESS of
their particular position.

Trade is not in itself the problem.
The problem is displacement of need
by greed and the profit of few at the
expense of many. This is in fact
what creates real poverty, in cases
su as the displacement of the
Ogoni people in Nigeria, whose land
was devastated by being mined for
oil. Whilst the Nigerian government
and the multi-national oil company
'Shell' profited, the Ogonis are still
waiting for compensation. In con-
trast, culturally defined poverty
works psychologically: the message
becomes internalised by people who
ste  thinking of themselves as poor
because they are different to the
pa ged images of  western
‘prress’.  The manifestations of
this feeling of psychological inade-
quacy are exemplified by the phe-
nomenal success of the sales of skin-
lightening creams and bleaches
throughout the non-white world.
This kind of dissatisfaction leads to
large-scale urban migration, and
encourages people to spend money
on things they do not need. Though
it is an extreme example, there are
now instances of people prostituting
their children to buy consumer
goods.

Indeed mass-marketing can only
succeed by creating the psychologi-
cal inadequacy that fosters con-
sumption. “ You’ll only be happy if
vou have a car”. According to Frank

= ricchia this is the dynamic of

capitalism in its consumer stage. “It
produces alienation and then appro-
priates that alienation by projecting
an utopia of commodity-gratifica-
tion as the instrument for structuring
desire”. In developing countries
where material consumption has not
yet reached saturation point, the
advertising represents this: where
adverts in the North are often subtle,
ironic and kitsch, appealing to the
viewer’s sense of sophistication,
advertising in the South is much
more blatant.: “You need” a washing
machine/ liquidiser etc. Northern
companies will find their audienc.
all the more receptive to these mes™
sages which fit into the prevailing
rhetoric of ‘development’. And in
the moral vocabulary attached to
development, the blame is located
with the poor, as was earlier implic-
it in the UN Declaration on Social
Progress and Development "the pri-
mary responsibility for development
of developing countries rests with
those countries themselves".

Development, rather than being an
altruistic administration for the ben-
efit of those that need it, is a huge
industry of its own. The majority of
aid is tied aid, involving the compul-
sory purchase of goods/services
from the donor country. For exam

ple in Ethiopia one contract wit

USAID, the US government devel-
opment agency, involved the sale of
MAC vans which were not only
expensive but completely inappro-
priate for the local terrain, being too
heavy for bridges and roads earlier
designed by Italian aid. This exam-
ple underlines the fact that develop-
ment ‘assistance’ typically comes
simultaneously  from  different
sources and different countries, who
are not necessarily interest in coordi-
nating their work to the developing
country's needs.
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I"1PACT OF EXTERNAL CULTURAL INVASIOf
In nePAll SOCIETY AND CULTURE

- Dr. Krishna B. Bhattachan, F D

Nepali society has a very long
unrecorded history mostly pre-
served through oral history and cul-
tural practices, including myths and
legends, handed down from one
generation to another. The written
history is less than two thousand
years old.

The indigenous peoples of Nepal,
most of - whom speak Tibeto-
Burman languages, have been prac-
tising animism and Bon since time
immemorial, and Lamaism and
Buddhism since two and a quarter
millennium. Indigenous peoples
have very egalitarian social struc-
ture and social economies based on
reciprocity. Various indigenous
groups developed their own social,
cultural, and economic systems
within specific geographical bound-
aries. Each group developed its own
systems of rituals from birth to
death; each group has their own
system of marriage, family, kinship,
religion, magic, law, politics, and
distinctive language.

The first socio-cultural and political
invasions began about two millen-
nium ago with the mass exodus of
Indo-Aryan Hindus, who fled away
from northern India to the hills of
Nepal due to the Muslim invasion.
It caused displacement of the Indian
Hindus, specially the rulers, who
subsequently took refuge in the hills
of Nepal. As these Indo-Aryan
Hindus had devell | their skill as
rulers, it was very easy for them to
rule in the small principalities in the
hills. They gradually assimilated

18

indigenous peoples with their own
Hindu culture.

Since then indigenous peoples’
society and culture never remained
the same. It began to erode due to a
powerful influence of Hindu social,
cultural, political, economic, and
linguistic systems. The Bahuns and
Chhetris developed their political
and socio-cultural ambition of
homogenisation in terms of Hindu
religious and socio-cultural sys-
tems. It was translated into reality
by King Prithvi Narayan Shah, the
"Gurkha imperialist." He succeeded
to unify politically all 22/24 princi-
palities and the Kirant Pradesh in
eastern Nepal into the modern
Nepal in 1768. Since then, indige-
nous societies and cultures have
been constantly threatened with
erosion and extinction by alien
Hindu religion and culture through
the homogenising processes of
Hinduisation, Sanskritisation,
Brahamanisation, and Nepalisation
of language (Nepali), religion
(Hindu), and culture (Hindu), and
centralisation of power and authori-
ty. Thus, for the last two centuries,
the overwhelming majority of
indigenous peoples of the country
was suppressed and oppressed by
the Hindu Bahun and Chhetri
rulers. Now, this process has been
identified as "internal colonialism."
At present there are more than 61
groups of indigenous peoples and
nationalil in Nepal, who are
"internally colonised" by the Bahun
and Chetri rulers.

Until 1950, there was hardly 1y
external cultural invasion in1 al
because the autocratic Rana 1 s
had closed the country for the 1t-
side world. With the establist  nt
of democracy in 1950, Nepa  as
opened up to the outside world  he
saga of external cultural inv »n
has unfolded since then.

In Nepal, external cultural inv=cion
has penetrated through various  b-
tle and gentle but powerful m  a-
to follow the terms of Ju zn
Habermas- money and power. Both
money and power are translated in
foreign aid, Western technc' 1y,
television programs, radio, m  on
pictures, newspapers, maga: :s,
CD Rom, internet, books, mit n-
aries, and education. All e
means have invaded underdevel-
oped countries like Nepal as . art
of the process of imperialism  1is
process is often represente by
sugar coated terms such as  d-
ernisation, globalisation, market
economy, privatisation, democracy,
Westernisation, and human rights.

One of the main impacts of We¢ “2m
cultural invasion is the sid
destruction of indigenous cu__ ral
systems through the process of
homogenisation. The Westert ul-
ture has penetrated not just i he
urban areas but also in remote vil-
lages as well. Multinat® al
Companies' products from di  s-
able diapers to blue jeans; m
typewriters to Window 95, m
bicycles to Pajero, and m
Wimpy's burgers to Jonnny
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s
domestic servants and restaurant

wor’ s within Kathmandu and
Pate ities. The sample consisted
of 2 migrant child workers, 100
eact rom household and restau-
rant ctors hailing from five dis-
tricl Kavrepalanchok,
Sinc 1palchok, Nuwakot,

h: 1g and Ramechhap with
ol incidents of child migra-

tion Data was collected by the
met 4 of personal interview
usin  juestionnaires given to the
chil  sorkers and their employers.
The main objective of the
Katl andu survey was to secure
prin y data regarding the service
and orking conditions, family
bacl ound and employers atti-
tude nd also to identity the dis-
trict and VDCs which most of
ther elonged to.
The sult of the survey revealed
Kav »oalanchok and
Sinc 1palchok closely followed
iwakot as the districts to
whi  most of the migrant chil-
dreir  belonged. The results
reve :d that a majority of the
chil :n belonged to Brahmin,
Che . and Tamang caste/ethnic
groi 5. An overwhelming per-
cenl e (97%), of the working
chil :n's families was engaged in
farn g and cultivated their own
fanc The average land holding
size as found to be 0.20 hectares
per wusehold, which was lower
thar e national average of 0.77
hect :s for the hill region. In
spit  of the increased access to
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education, more than a quarter of
the children were found to be illit-
erate and about three quarters of
the children were school drop-
outs.

Almost half of the working chil-
dren were deliberately sent by
their parents to Kathmandu. Peer-
group suggestion, a search for
adventure and a better life, dislike
of village life and hope of study-
ing further, etc. were other reasons
for migration. Alarmingly, more
than three quarters of the respon-
dents' families faced food short-
ages. The great majority (83.5%)
of the working children were
tound to be brought to Kathmandu
by their own parents, relatives and
other acquaintances.

Out of the 63.5 per cent of those
who attended school prior to their
migration, one third had to drop
out of school due to a lack of
money for paying fees and buying
stationary. One fifth of the respon-
dents found the syllabus boring
and ten per cent had to work at
home. Other reasons were found
to be the negative attitude of the
parents towards education, the
long distance of the school, partial
behaviour ot teachers and so on.

Above one third of the respon-
dents' parents were in debt in their
villages. They were found to be in
debt to local landowners/money
lenders, relatives and banks. The
debt amount varied from less than
Rs 1,000 to above Rs 10,000. All
parents were found to be in debt
very recently and no case of
hereditary transfer of debt were
not recorded. It was also found
that the migrant children were
found to be absolutely free to

leave their present working place
at their will. However, 39 per cent
of the children were not able to
leave immediately for they did not
know the way back to their vil-
lages and were instructed by their
parents not to leave without being
accompanied. It was also found
that only 16 per cent of the
employers had some sort of rela-
tionship with the children's par-
ents and relatives, but none of the
parents was under any kind of
obligation to leave their children
under bondage.

The vast majority (89%) of the
respondents was engaged in dish-
washing. On average they were
found to be working for 10 hrs.
and 9 mins. per day. More than a
quarter of them were working in
dark and damp rooms. The chil-
dren working in restaurants and
hotels felt more tired and were
more prone to simple accidents
like cuts and burns.

After arriving in Kathmandu, two
third of children had been ill. It
was found that only seventeen per
cent visited the doctor or the hos-
pital only when the case became
very serious. Although four-fifths
of the respondents were looked
after by their employers when
they became sick, they had to buy
the required medicine themselves
from the pharmacy. Data also
revealed that two-fifths of the
restaurant and hotel owners
deducted the medical expenses
incurred from the children's
salary. Data also revealed that the
domestic servants were better off
than the restaurant and hotel
workers as far as nutrition was
concerned.
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Above a quarter of the children
were not paid for their work and
another quarter knew nothing
about their salary. Over three
quarters of the restaurant and hotel
workers and one quarter of the
domestic servants were actually
paid for their w . The pay was
found to be higher in the restau-
rant and hotel sector and a majori-
ty of the restaurant and hotel
workers drew their salary them-
selves and 42 per cent of the chil-
dren sent their earnings home.
Taking into account the responses
of only those children who were
paid for their work, it was found
that the average salary of the boys
and girls employed in restaurants
were Rs. 322 and Rs 300 respec-
tively. Similarly, the average
salary of the boys and girls
employed as domestic servants
were found to be Rs, 235 and Rs.
177 respectively.

Approximately, one half of the
working children were treated
well by their employers and
another half were treated indiffer-
ently. Only two and a half per cent
were i1l treated and most of the
bullies were found to be immedi-
ate supervisors in the restaurants
and hotels. Data also revealed that
over one-third of the children had
previously worked in at least one

ce in Kathmandu. Almost half
of the migrant children were
scolded for mistakes, ten per cent
were slapped and only two chil-
dren from each sector were
severely beaten. Data also
revealed that those children work-
ing as domestic servants had a bet-
ter chance (50%) of being sent to
school and had more entertain-
ment tt the children working in
restaurants and hotels.
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Findings reve that about half of
the children working as domestic
servants were interested in study-
ing further and almost half of the
children working in restaurants
and hotels wanted to earn money.
Two-thirds of the total children
were happy w 1 their present job.
However, if circumstances permit-
ted, about half of the children
working in restaurants and hotels
and about one third of the domes-
tic servants were prepared to go to
another place and join school.
Data also revealed that a large
amount of the children working in
restaurants and hotels (74%) felt
t omfortable with their present
occupation compared to the chil-
dren working as domestic servants

(40%).
RECOMN NDATIONS

1. Asitis clear from the findings
that the average land holding
size of the respondents fami-
lies is very low and more than
three quarters of them face
food shortages, the action pro-
gramme should focus on sus-
tainable income generating
activities bhesides agriculture
itself.

2. The action programme should
launch an awareness raising
campaign in the concerned
districts about child labour
and persuade the communities
to desist from sending their
children for work to urban
arcas. Apart from this, the
communities should be made
aware about the inherent
advantages of education.

3. The action programme should
initiate a scholarship pro-

gramme so as to encourage
and enable those students who
are unable to pay fees and y
stationery.

4. Since a significant number of
the respondents found the syl-
labus boring, the action pro-
gramme should also organise
a teacher training programme
and if possible supply it with
appropriate reading materials
for the children to revive their
interest in studies.

5. The action programme sho.
also help in the formation of
savings and credit unions at
the community level that
villagers do not have to resort
to local money lenders who
charge high interest rates.

6. The employers of children
below 14 years of age should
be dissuaded from hiring them
and also be encouraged to
provide them with better lodg-
ing, board, educational and
medical facilities.

Proposed Intervention based
on VDC level study

Kavre and Nuwakot were identi-
fied by the Kathmandu survey as
the two districts from where the
largest numbers of children
migrate to Kathmandu for work.
The experts identified the villages
within each district where ultimate
intervention packages were to be
implemented.

The average number of house-
holds in the selected VDCs was
500 in Kavre and 600 in Nuwakot.
A fturther two wards in each VDCs
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selected from where a sam-
ple 10 houscholds from among
the wscholds with children of
age o-14 years and with less than

onc xctare land-holding in the
war was drawn. Structured

questionnaires werc administered
to collect information on house-

hol"  socio-economic conditions
and hild related issues. Focus
gror  discussions were held at the
VD and ward level to identify

the  agnitude of child migration
and the potential intervention to
‘sis[ child and parents to abstain

ym child migration.

On  basis of the analysis of sec-

ond + and primary data and
infc  ation from village level dis-
cust ns, and considering the pro-
ject ~bjectives, budget and sus-
tair  ility of intervention, the
intc ention programmes were
des  ed. The following gives the

hig  zhts of the proposed inter-
ven  ns.

Interventions and
Im—'ementation

Pre=rem
The centive to engage children
rork locally in urban arcas

ster  from at feast three consider-
atie Firstly, rampant poverty
reqi s the households to usc
chil  :n to carn income. Children

arc  lised for domestic work and

ina cultural pursuits in the farm
hol.  gs. Often they are also
enc._aged to migrate to urban
are: nd market centres and work
as ¢ estic servants, and work in

restaurants and other establish-

mer  Secondly, due to poor edu-
cati facilities coupled with
pov vy, children, especially girls,
eith  do not go to school or drop
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out quickly. Non-school goers
then get engaged in houscholds
and as farm workers to seek some
wage. Thirdly, due to cultural rea-
sons, education is not considered a
priority for girl children. They are
cngaged in houschold and farm
activities right from the childhood
thus blocking their persona devel-
opment. The employment of chil-
dren outside home, in urban areas
and market centres, is often in the
form  of a bonded relationship.
Parents, to meet their financial
needs, take advances from the
employers and engage their chil-
dren to work in exchange for the
payment of interest.

Intervention area

Five  Village  Development
Commmittees of Kavre (Sathighar,
Kosidekha, Kharlethok, Hokse
bazaar and Dolal Ghat), and five
VDCs of Nuwakot (Ganesh Sthan,
Kharanitar, Lachyang,
Ralukhadevi and Urlenm) are the
intervention targets. The VDCs
are n a cluster. The total number
of houscholds in Kavre are 3093
and in  Nuwakot are 2483.
Interventions will be taken to each
of 9 wards of all the project
VDCs.

Approach

A four pronged approach to dis-
courage child labour and to
encourage the education of chil-
dren is required. Special support
to free the bonded child labour
will also be extended.

a. Create awareness among the
parents and in the community
about child education, against
discrimination against  girl
chitd, and against migration
of child.

b. Improve economic condition of
poor households, especially of
those who decide against
schooling due to economic
reasons.

c¢. Create educational environ-
ment to attract parents to send
children to school, and

d. Enhance skill and literacy of
non-school goers.

Set of Interventions

A combination of three comple-
mentary sets of programs are pro-
posed. They are:

i) Children's programme: A set of
programmes is proposed to
encourage parents to send
children to school. The basic
objectives is to share the par-
ent's financial burden while
sending the children to
school.

1) Income generating, awareness
raising and skill development
programme: The means of
taking interventions to the
households shall be women's
groups formed in each ward
of all the 5 VDCs is the dis-
trict. Literacy and awareness
programmes will be adminis-
tered to these groups using
local manpower. The aware-
ness drive will include areas
such as health, sanitation,
nutrition, family planning and
about a range of feasible
income generating activities.
The group will be a vehicle to
take major planned interven-
tions to the households. A
credit fund will be established
in each group to assist income
generating activities. Some of
the group members will be
assisted in skill development.
A subsidy will be extended to
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the groups for a credit fund
and for the establishment of a
[ tnursery.

iii) Project administéred pro-
gramme: In consultation with
the groups, the project office
will run a few programmes.
1 will be
'global' in nature rather than

" 'group’ type.

A combination of different pro-
grammes are proposed for chil-
dren, parents and programme of
global nature:

Programme for Children:

a. Meeting schooling expenses to
encourage school attendance.

b. To impart functional literacy
and inculcate income generat-
ing skills for the non-school
goers and drop outs of age 10-
14 years.

c. Provide adequate oral strength
in Nepal to begin schooling in
Nepali language to the pre-
school children of age 5 and 6
yeas. Generally Tamang chil-
dren face a language problem.

d. To avail text books on loans to
the children of grade 9 and 10,
who have difficulties in buy-
ing books.

Programme for parents:
a. Awareness raising and
literacy training

Two groups each consisting of 10
female members of houscholds
with children of age up to 14 years
shall be constituted in each Wards
and imparted with:
(1) literacy and numerical skills
(ii) raise awareness against child
our and for children edu-
cation
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(iii) raise awareness against
female-male discrimination

(1v) basic kno' dge on health,
sanitation, mily planning,
nutrition and range of feasi-
ble income generating activ-
ities.

(v) 1 tifya nise h -
holds for programs

(vi) prepare groups tc work as
vehicle  for  launching
planned interventions

b. Credit Programmes:
Stimulate and create local credit
fur  with each group formed as
in (a). The credit funds will be the
main vehicle to run and assist
income generation.

c. Help establish tuel/ fodder/
fruit tree nursery in each
Ward by groups formed as in
(a) to enhance self-sufficiency

in fuel ar fodder supply
within farm households.
d. Supply s able "vegetable

seeds to supplement nutrition
through vegetable consump-
tion.

e. Organise short training to train
men and women to take up
off-farm economic activities
within village or in nearby
market centres.

rogrammes of global nature

a. Bonded labour support pro-
gramme:
Identify the bondage amount
and pay back the amount to
free the children

b. Improved ‘composting
(Scientific manure making)
Demonstrate FYM  pits  to

increase the efficiency and
application of FYM at house-
hold level.

¢. Agricultural products market-
ing agents:
Train entrepreneurial persons
toengagein  icultt  pr
ucts collection and marketing
in nearby markets. This is
proposed to extend the mar-
ketii “ink tolo  produces.

d. Demonstration/
visit programs:
To take members of the
groups to various successful
income generating project
sites. This will give group
member exposure (0 a rang
of income generating options
and other development possi-
bilities.

Exchange

e. "Send-children
Campaign
Organise the campaign at the
time of school enrolment in
each Ward of each VDC. This
is aimed at motivating parents
of non-school goer children to
send children to school.

to school"

f. Smokeless Stove Programme

Help to teach people have to make
smokeless stoves and provide
material support (subsidy) to buil
stoves. This will help to fre
women and children from arduous
tasks collecting firewood from
jungles and provide them opportu-
nity to use their time for other pur-
poses. This will also enhance the
sanitation within kitchen and
home by providing smokeless
environment and will create envi-
ronmental benefit.
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2. rehabilitation programme

3. adequate advocacy

4, nearly 100 VDCs not covered (only 40 VDCs have been
reached so far)

5. scale up programmes to reach all kamaiyas

6. plight of all kamaiya children

The Bardiya meeting also formed a task force to develop a proposal
for the Kamaiya Categorisation/Identification, which met on 3rd in
Action Aid Nepal. Nepalganj Office. (The proposa s already been
circulated to organisations)

Additionally, the Bardiya Meeting decided to:

1. study the existing laws(which can help kamaiyas)

2. exercise drafting bill for kamaiyas

3. study land related policies: press for ag
act/work with trade unions.

4. start media advocacy

5. address the need of programme expansion after the kamaiya
identification

6. Prepare 2 COMPREHENSIVE MASTER PLAN.

tural labour

Alter the brieting of Bardiya and Pre-Bardiya development, the co-
ordinating organisation also briefed the Concern Groups' discussion
with the National Planning Commission for the possible incorpora-
tion of the programmes suggested by Nepalganj workshop in the
government's annual and five-year plans. He also highlighted the
suggestions made on behalf of the group to the Commission regard-
ing he possible representation of the Concern Group in the govern-
ment's proposed Kamaiya Commission.

Agenda 2
After the briefing the meeting started discussion on the Master plan
itself. However,

B There was concern to hear the draft of the different task forces
constituted by the Bardiya Meeting.

B There were also discussions on how the master plan should
took like. There was concem that the Master Plans should not
be a routine as designed in various occasions. There were
some instances drawn on the plight of the Kamaiya women.
Also, the issue was raised that the organisal  : have covered
only 40 VDCs out of 200.

W There were also discussions that the agencies should have pol-
icy tilt on the basis of the master plan's requirements.

B The master plan should not be designed by looking at the man-
dates of the various agencies.

Responding to the concerns, G.B. Adhikari presented the concept on
a Consortium. The concept paper presented mentions the consortium
as resource DALO. The Dalo concept does not only focus on the
financial aspect but all possible resources that can be used. It was
decided that the concept be endorsed in principle and plans and
mechanisms to operate it should be devised later.

The Task Force also presented the criteria for new membership in
KCG. After the discussion, meeting adopted the fc  wing criteria:

National Organisation
1. registered organisations
2. Interested and commitled organisation in era
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ation of pover-

ty and this should be reflected in their mission and vision

3. Organisations working on Kamaiya issue

4. Al least two years experience in social/community develop-
ment

5. It has to be recommended by two KCG members and
approved/endorsed by the KCG meeting

6. Genuine indigenous organisations seeking to be members will
be endorsed by KCG

7. Focal points will be member of KCG

Local Level

i, registered

2. has to have poverty focused programme

3. Actively involved in Kamaiya region with agenda of eradica-
tion of poverty and this should be reflected in their mission and
vision
Two years experience in community development

5. Focal point member will recommend membership, which shall
be endorsed by the district KCG.

6. At the local level membership will be given at the discretion
the focal point

Before the next KCG meeting, district KCGs should be formed.
Then the discussion was focused on the master plan.

General Discussions on the Master Plan
Views Expressed:

We consider that we first need a census that can provide information
for the masterplan.

We need information on Kamaiya classification.

We need to clarify the outset how do we view the Kamaiya problem.
We really need to look into the wage relations and see where we need
to break the relationship. WE HAVE DRAWN A LOT OF THE IDE-
OLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE OF LOOKING AT THE KAMAIYA
ISSUE from the international conventions on human rights and the
views on looking at the notion of bonded labour. When do we give

“land to the kamaiya? We give him land at a point when the Kamaiy.

are in & transition to wage labour.

Kamaiya needs freedom.

Kamaiyas are themselves trying to liberate themselves which also
has to be looked into. when developing the master plan. Their initia-
tions must be taken into account.

It is good to facilitate them. But we also need to tell them. The
awareness in one group transforms to others. But we need to focus on
the bonded labourers instead of saying all kamaiyas. But while doing
s0. 1t 1s our duty to check high risks groups, which are prone to be
bonded, are also to be checked.

The group must also take positions. There are some hidden facts
which need to be addressed. A census needs to be taken. The quan-
tification is complete. But we need to know where the kamaiyas are.
The master plan must be guiding line. It can breakthrough the limi-
tations of all the organisations. Implementation can not be complet-
ed without appropriate legislation.
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) L g . are for bringing
them into the labour market, it might connote that the child labour
may he © malised.

Thiscor  n was clanfied by saying that the ratification of the [LO
and othe  1man rights and humanitarian instruments has clearly pro-
hibited 1 possibility if they are implemented. Therefore, taking
kamaiyz 1o the labour market means giving them {reedom, mini-
mum w. _ , minimum working hours, minimum age for work and
trade un”  rights as enjoyed by other sections of the working peo-
ple,

The disc  fons were good for setting the ground. We have to make

plans wi - 1time span of 3--5 years.

We shor  limit the master plan to shifting the problem of kamaiyas

frombo  dto wage and the second generation problems prediction
¢ e addressed after they become free fabourers.

We neec  involve the government in the work we are doing. We
cannot ¢ ude the government agencies from our mission. There
should t sther institutions that will have to be developed in the
course 0 oving ahead.

There ar  lot of laws and policies that are to some extent beneficial

to the ta _ ed population we are talking about. How can we imple-
ment the existing laws and policies? If the laws are contradictory we
shoutd work on correcting them. This also has to be included in our
master plor

Weshou  simultaneously organise and mobilise the people al grass-
roots lever as well as focus on the state machinery and institutions to
deal witl ¢ issuc.

We shot  dso see that the landlords are also organising themselves,
We need to be aware about their strategy. The work we are taking up
is pretty much a political act. The issue 15 grave that we have encmies

and we i argeting them, We can only target them it we are aware
of their  tegies . They have political leverage compured to us. We
| . to ulate and consider a lot of the issues and then only can
} “ri\ our tactics. There are landlords who are starting to hire
Indians ork on farm land or giving them land on contract.
Format e of developing a Master Plan:
[t was.di ed that the master plan will take the following form:
Table of  tents:
Cha erl
The Sysi and Sub-System Variants
I, Pr mdiagnosis /Why does the system exist?
2. W are the different sub-systems within the system?
3. W s the evolution of the system?
4. W has been the role of the state in sustaining it”?
5. W 1as been benefiting through this system? Who has been

lo.  and why?

wdiction between the moral economy of the Tharus and
the ket economy

7. W s the situation of the bonded labours in the neighbour-
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ing country”’
8. Why are we speaking out against the system?
9. Need for this master plan

Among others, the analysis will give us an idea on:

I Urgency for action

2. Variation in Kamaiya system

3. Wage pattern

4. Accompanying contracts

5. No. of severity cases

6. What is the geographical distribution of the Kamaiya prob-
lem?

7. How many are bonded? Partial bonded? Non-bonded
kamaiyas

8. Classification and categorisation (Pahadiaya kamaiyas)

Chapter 2

Opportunities: Environmental analysis
I. Socio-economic Environment
2. Policy environment (government, NGOs, INGOs, etc.)
3. Systems within the Tharu organisations that could provide the
opportunity for their benefit.
4. Employment opportunity

Day 2

Chapter 3: Strategic options

In order to work in this area participants were divided into three
groups Lo work on strategic option (framework) for the elimination of
the Kamaiya system.

Group presentations:

Group One
Strategy

What ?
Elimination of Kamaiya System
(Transforming Kamaiyas into agricultural labourers)

How ?

I organising kamaiyas and developing their organisations
mobilisation from micro (0 macro level
networking/coalition/alliance
best practice in transforming kamaiyas into wage (agricultur-
al) tabourers

£l 2

3. Policy:
Influence to change, implement and formulate new policies

4, Resources
I.  Human 2.

Financial

Coalition (KCG's) capacity to carry out the above
Group two:

Programme

I, Time (S years) 2.
3. Resource

Area (all the 5 districts)
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PROGRAMME
1. Movement/ Whole districts  (outline elements)
2. Support programme and cluster

Movement )
Ist year: no bukrahi in all the districts "
2. 2nd and 3rd year: transforming kam  as into wage con-
tracts

Revise the pr _ ically

Supportt programme

Ist year:
I. support programme to the movement
2. activity support to bukrahi

2nd and 3rd year:
I. one family one employment 2.
3. skill development 4.
5. loan 6.
7. education 8

wage work

self employment
health
empowerment

Group three:

What are the concerns?

To declare the sauki system as illegal

To resettle the kamaiyas in the barren lands
To provide bukrahi and kamlahari equal wage
To eliminate child labour

To provide free education to the s
of kamaiyas

DR WD -

ol going children

What to do?
I. enactment of law
3. pressure/opinion building
3. propaganda
4. supportive-integrated programmes (projects as decided
by the Nepalgan) Workshop)

How to implement?

I. To initiate programmes ai

centres

2. To create conducive environment to get employment in
the market
To influence government to make kamaiya focused pro-
grammes (yeatly and five yearly)
4. To encourage the use of labour from the kamaiya sector

activities near the market

(oe)

Who will be responsible ?

Peopl  :vel movement:
I. To involve labour organisations
2. Organisations which are people based
3. To mobilise international organisations

I 2w development:
Government 2,
5. Political parties

Organisations
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Integrated
workshop)
I. Government 2. International organisations
3. Local organisations and institutions
4. Media advocacy

ogramme:(those identified by the Nepalgan

After the group discussions, the meeting decided to give
guidelines, apart from the formats and ¢ nts discussed ear-
lier. The following guidelines must be  :n into considera-
tion.

Objective: This Master plan aims at eliminating kamaiya sys-
tem by changing existing exploi  se labour relationship into
wage labour relationship within S years after which the social
transformation processes can be accelerated through the
domain of  velopment programmes.

Chapter 3

Strategy: Three components to be put in.

1. the Kamaiya Liberation Movement

to be planned (again and put in the plan)
programmes to be chalked out,

the organisations should be named

they can meet and finalise the plan of the actions
the plan should be endorsed KCG.

they can undertake the programmes

first year-- bukraht into waged women

partners identified are elected women representatives,
VDCs, Women Organisations and groups

®  2nd/3rd year-- no kamaiya movement)

B. Supportive-integrated Programmes (as sug-
gested by Nepalganj)
1. Housing
2. Micro-credit
3. Skill Development
4. Loan Distribution
5. Debt Relief
6. Basic Primary Education
7. Vocational Training
8. Adult Literacy Classes
9. Protection and Care of Children
10. Primary Health Services
I'1. Information Education Communication
12. Kamaiya Health Workers Training
13. Legal Aid Project
14, Legal Reform
15. Media Advocacy

C. Advocacy
I. policy 2. legal
Resource:

I. A common Dalo will be developed to meet the expenses of
the programmes other than conducted by the individual organ-
isations. The forum has adopted the Dalo concept in Principle.
total requirement will be identified.

2
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ism
The llr menlatmn mechamsm should be suggested in the master
planit . It also incorporates the basis to make programmes inte-
grated
It was  :ided to constitute a task force to draft the master plan on
the ba  »f the guidelines developed by the meeting. The task force
compr  of
1. Shiva Sharma--Convenor
2. shna Upadhyaya--Member, INSEC
3. hav Gautam--Member, Action Aid Nepal
4. shna Bahadur Rawal-- Member, LWS
5. il Pokhrel--Member, Grinso
6. 1 Rimal-- Member, Gefont
Deadli
It Preparation Tth of July
[t Dispatch 10th of July
I, atby 20th of July
Fianalisation of Draft 3lst of July

"7 Meet for endorsement 5/6th of August & Action Plan

Venue  NSEC Meeting Room, Kathmandu
Time: AM
Age la3

<. the end, the meeting reviewed the tasks immediate
tasks identified by the Bardiya Meeting and assigned
them to the organisations indicated below.

m Study of the Land Related Policies(INSEC-AAN)
[ w Bill Draft Workshop (Insec/AAN)
] lletin of KCG (RRN)--June 30 & August 4
] riculture Labour Act (Gefont)
] dia Advocacy (Nepalganj group to discuss with the
_lonal resource centre)
m  Use of regular TV programmes
m Grinso is to co-ordinate Media Advocacy in
" thmandu.
Age..la 4
Qtel tion with Dr Devendra Chapagain, the
err r of Planning Commission
Dr. D¢ 1dra Chapagain, the Member of the Planning Commission
interac  with the group at noon.
Interac v with the planning commission member { Dr. Devendra
Chapa 1)

After w wief introduction of the session on the issue of Kamaiya by

Sushil  akurel, the group and the planning commission member
introdi | themselves.
Krishn  padhaya briefed the Evolution of KCG which was as:
In Sep  aber 1996, Unicef and Insec organised a workshop to
unders  d the root causes of the problem and types and nature for
interve  on. This was a beginning of joint work by organisations on
variou  -ogramme. There were |8 programmes that were identi-
fied. T projects identified were:

m 7 ousing ® Micro-credit
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m  Skill Development ~ m Loan Distribution

m  Debt Relief m Basic Primary Education
B Vocational Training m Adult Literacy Classes

m  Protection and Care of Children

m  Primary Health Services

® Information Education Communication

& Kamaiya Health Workers Training

®  Legal Aid Project m Legal Reform

B Media Advocacy

A practical realisation was that all were doing piece meal activities.
Therefore, it was also discussed how organisations could have a co-
ordinated body to emphatically focus on the issue and make an
impact. Therefore, decision was made to bring all the key players
together. Kamaiya Concern group evolved from all these efforts. If
we are (o focus on the total elimination of kamaiys system we
realised that we have (o have a "master plan”.

Dr. Shiva Sharma presented the Master Plan:

The focus on the framework of developing a masterplan.

I. In far west there are 5 districts containing 40,000 households who
are in this system. It is a complex and heterogeneous system. Not all
kamaiyas are bonded. The system circumvents the household level
labour. The work environment and the tasks are unbearable. It is an
exploitative system. INSEC and BASE have been focusing on the
issue for last five years Now other organisations' involvement in the
issue is increasing. Largely we have been intervening on a piece meal
basis. Because, it has had no co-ordinated focus, we have seen no
impact. One can see that there is commitment and resources but the
impact cannot be seen. Therefore, there is a realisation of the need
to have a master plan that will strategically try to tackle the kamaiya
system.

Main Points of the speech of Mr. Chapagain

I, itis should be taken as process rather than a plan

2. the master plan or action plan? strategic plan?

3. the support system should specialise in working for the elimi-
nation of the state of bonded labour

4. an emergency system should be developed

5. NPC can extend full support in planning process of Master
Plan---through interaction etc.

6. a proposal should be formulated specifying the support need-
ed from the government.

7. total social transformation should be our directive principle.

Additional Agenda:
Note: There was a lengthy and fruitful discussion regarding
the government constituting a committee to ook into the issue
of bonded labour. The conclusion of the discussion was to
provide suggestions to the concerned institution (planning
commission):
1. To include the minister from Land reform and a repre-
sentative from the Landless (squatters) Commission
2. From NGO scctor and KCG seven members to be pre-
sent.
[
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Training on Economic Rights

INSEC and FIAN International organised a South
Asia Training for Trainers on Economic, Social
and Cultural Rights Jan 30- Feb 3, 1997 in
Kathmandu. 23 h  n rights defenders represent-
ing the SAARC countries, except the Maldives,
attended the programme.

: training discussed the most fundamental
questions, by way of lectures, group works, simu-
lations, vibrantly associated with the Social,
Economic and Cultural Rights, a part which is
rarely incorporated to any ‘Human Rights
Training’ programmes. Some of the key topics
addressed are :

a) Why Economic and Social Human Rights

b) Food, Housing, Health and Social Security -
NGO methods to address violation

¢) Adequate Living- A Social or an Economic
Right?

d) International Obligations, Challenges

e) International Law, Parallel Reporting, etc.

The five-day training programme adopted a
Kathmandu Plan of Human Rights Education in
south Asia on Economic, social and Cultural
Rights. That follows: ‘
Kathmandu Plan of Human Ri; ts Education
in South Asia

on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

We,

- welcoming the fact that in recent years
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
(ESCR) have increasingly been recognised
both by the United Nations and the interna-
tional civil society;

- observing with great concern the wide-
spread violations of ESCR in many south
Asian countries;

- recognising the vital importance of human
rights education, especially on economic,
social and cultural rights in 01 1 to respond
to these violations;

have resolved to

a. apply these same concepts and methods in
all fields of human rights in order to guaran-
tee the indivisibility of human rights educa-
tion;

b. initiate human rights education through a
general introduction to human rights and
then cover specific groups of human rights;

c. use a two-pronged approach, one focusing
on education of victim groups for the reali-
sation of human rights and, the other focus
ing on the state and community of the states
for implementation of human rights;

d. train victims, their support groups and com-
munity-based organisations to:

- have a clear understanding of 1man
rights, particularly those relating to
states' obligations;

- be able to recognise a violation of the
ESCR occurs or is about to occur;

- monitor violations of ESCR in accor-
dance with international standards;

- inform national and international
communities of violations of ESCR;

- use legal and quasi-legal methods
where they exist to counter viola-
tions;

- demand the introduction of such

remedies where they do not exist; .

e. make legislators aware, through lobbying, of
the need to codify and implement ESCR
wherever they are absent;

f. recognise that economic, social, cultural,
civil and political rights provide an impor-
tant latform for networking in civil society
with a view to imparting human rights edu-
cation to the different target groups;

g. introduce training on human rights, includ-
ing ESCR, as part of formal education at
universities, colleges, and high schools
beginning with the development of curricula
to train teachers;

h. involve leading intellectuals, artists, opinion
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