








The Political Parties On Human Rights

Among 71 political parties so far registered in the Election Commission for the forthcom-
ing mid term election,some have published their election manifesto. Various Human
Rights concepts like children Right, Women Right, Press freedom and legal Right are
touched by almost all parties. But they lack specific commitment on sole Human Rights
issue. Except UML no one has stated programme on promotion and protection of Human
Rights. However the election manifesto of each of them has more or less covered the
Human Rights Conception in different ways. Some important lines covered by them in
the manifesto are given below :

3. A National Commission for human
rights will be formed under the chair-
manship of a retired chief justice or jus-
tice of the supreme court representing
human rights associations and individu-
als. The commission will be an authentic
and it will evaluate and took after the
condition of human rights in the country
and it will also give suggestion to the
government regarding human rights
protection.

Communist Party of Nepal (UML)
Basis of Progressive Society : Human Rights

The (preamble) of the constitution of Nepal,
1990 itself assures “the protection of funda-
mental human rights of Nepali people”.
Being one of the political forces which had
launched a successful people’s struggle in
1990, it is our duty to bring this assurance
(commitment) in practice. Therefore we are

duty bound to adopt the following policies
with regard to human rights. 4. The persons who have been disappeared

in the government custody and outside
during Panchayat period and after will
be investigated and necessary legal step
will be taken against the culprits.

1. According to the law the human rights
violators will be punished and "the
Mallik Commission report and the
report of the commission to investigate
the political figures disappeared in the 5. The legal provision such as Public
custody” will be made open and step Offence and Punishment Act 1990 will
will be taken to execute them. be changed on the basis of equality and

justice.

2. A high-level investigation commission
will be formed to investigate the human 6. Necessary step will be taken for provid-
rights violation cases during the period ing compensation against failure and
of “people elect government” after the free legal services.

political change of 1990. Steps will be 7. A suitable law will be promulgated for

taken to provide, reparation to the affect-
ed parties according to the law, punish-
ment will be given to the culprit and a
step will also be taken to provide relief
and our respects to the families of all
martyrs.

the emancipation of bonded labours.

. Help will be taken from concerned non-

governmental organizations to carry on
or execute the rules and agreements
passed by the UNO and signed by
Nepal.
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CHALLANGE ON
FREE AND FAIR ELECTION

he General Election of 1991 was held under

the interim government and at the moment

people were very much interested to partic-

ipate in the election. But the situation of
today is quite different. The Mid-term Poll is
going to be held under the unpopular govern-
ment carrying a dozen of charges.

The incidents of bloodshed and massacre have
been increasing as the election date is coming
near. The government itself is violating the code
of conduct agreed upon by all parties and gov-
ernment. The transfer of government officials,
monopolising of government media, misuse of
national resources to influence the voters are the
facts which are sufficient to prove the violation
of the code of conduct by the ruling party.
Besides, the distribution of construction materi-
als has been started to influence voters on the
eve of election. The Prime Minister himself is
assuring the people to supply the materials for
irrigation and road construction. In spite of the
memorandum submitted by the Election
Commission and the National Election observa-
tion Committee (NEOC), no attempt has been
made to stop such activities. These activities
alongwith bloodshed and massacre have raised
question on the fairness of election.

Now it is seen that the government is trying to
overcome the election-battle by virtue of muscle.
Not only the ruling party is contesting the elec-
tion, but whole government is contesting with
opposition. Government machinery is being
totally misused.

Prim Minister Koirala is totally isolated from his
party. Even the congressmen, who refused to
gather within his leadership, are also being vic-
timized.

The Nepali Congress rebel candidate, contesting
constituency no. 2 of Lamzung district, Lekh
Nath Adhikari was attacked violently on 27
October while he was addressing a mass meeting
in Duradanda village. The violent attack has
damaged his right eye. It is to be noted that the
workers of the ruling party were directly
involved in the incident.

Keshab Bahadur Buda, Secretary, salma village
Development Committee of Jajarkot District,
CPN (UML) and the member of Election
Campaign, constituency no 2, has been mur-
dered on 9 Oct while he was on the way to his
residence. It is expected that the incident is fol-
lowed by the political enmity where Hari
Bahadur Buda, is directly involved.

In Saptari Jas Bahadur Rai, the worker of NC’s
rebel candidate Krishna Prasad Aryal contesting
constituency no. 1 of this district, has been shot
dead by the Gundas in his own residence of
Fattepur village on 30 October. He was shot
down at midnight when he came out to know
the cause of cracker explosion. The members of
the deceased claim that the culprits belong to the
ruling party who are directed by official candi-
date of NC, Jaya Prakash Ananda.

The Chairman of the Panchakanya Village
Development Committee of Ilam District con-
stituency no. 1, NC supporter Ashok Shrestha
has been killed by gun firing on 5 November.
The murderer has not yet been identified.

According to Ram Chandra Parajuli, the
Correspondent of INSEC Year Book, Central
Committee member of RPP, Pasang Goparma
has been arrested in this connection including
Laxiring Sherpa, Nima Sherpa, Santosh Moktan,
Dambar Bahadur Tamang. Tshiring Sherpa,
Nima Goparma and Ganesh Rai.

These incident observed near the election day
sufficiently indicate that government has not
been prepared to conduct election in peaceful
and impartial manner. The situation has been
aggravated by the involvement of the ruling
party who should be making effort to reconcile
the conflict between the parties. This Ilam inci-
dent has shown that the government is heavily
biased against parties to initiate proceedings.
These incidents may be the precursor to the
greater election riggings. This has posed danger
to the conducting of free and impartial election.
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began firing into the crowd. Among them,
he saw Khadka and Giri shooting
“twelvers,” and the police did nothing to
stop them. Three people died from bullet
wounds, and 20-30 were injured. After the
shots, the crowd fled the area. This incident
had created an atmosphere of intense fear
among UML supporters of more armed
attacks by “thugs” brought in to intimidate
voters and destabilize the pre-election peri-
od.

Other witnesses who confirmed these
events, including the sighting of Khadka
and Giri shooting into the crowd, are Amar
Bahadur Khadka, Tiluk Ram Chaudhari,
Hom Bahadur Khatri, Boju Lal Chaudhari,
Raju Raowat, and Chhabi Lal Chaudhari, all
of Manpur. Chhabi Lal Chaudhari said that
he saw five to six men shooting guns from
the sides, although he believed there to be
more in total. Boju Lal Chaudhari said that
he saw a total of about 12-15 men with
guns.

According to the NEOC team they could
not find local Congress supporters who
claimed to have been at this event. One
Congress member said that most of the peo-
ple who were on the Congress side were not
local, which seems to confirm UML claims
of strangers in the area. Local Congress
members told about what they had heard,
including claims that the police indeed fired
bullets into the crowd after several rounds
of blank firing into the air. No one could
attest to actually seeing it, however. Names
and more complete reports of these testi-
monies is included in the NEOC report on
the incident.

The NEOC team has published its report on
November 11. Folowing are its points in
which the team has came to conclusion.

a. Had administration been attentive to
carry on its responsibility in time, the fir-
ing of 3rd November in Dang could have
been evaded. But the role of administra-

b.

tion before and after the incident was
neither impartial nor active. No one had
been arrested until five days despite the
proof registered in the respective police
office.

The report of the doctor reveals only one
person seriously injured by bullet on
that very day. But at the same time it
tells that the loss of life by pellet has
been witnessed. The wound by pellet on
the body of injured people could have
discovered clearly.

. The responsible leaders of Nepali

Congress (NC) and Communist Party of
Nepal (United Marxist-Leninist) were
present during the incident. Therefore
the situation could have been under con-
trol if they had initiated.

Some of the spectators depicted,
“Minister Khum Bahadur Khadka him-
self had fired the bullet”. Minister
Khadka however admitted that he was
in the house of his father-in-law which is
50 metres far from the place where the
incident had occurred. This is sufficient
to prove his presence during the inci-
dent. Thus it is essential to send the con-
cerned people alongwith Minister
Khadka to the police custody for further
investigation as three people have
already died in his presence due to bul-
let and pellet firing.

The injured persons were seen neglected
by the medical officers even in zonal
hospital at Nepalgunj. Later they were
taken to Kathmandu by sky-van with no
proper care. The medical officers of
Kathmandu admited that they were
neglected by the doctors in Nepalgunj. It
was experienced that the doctor were
also influenced by negative pressure of
the administration in the course of treat-
ment.

It is a must to form an independent legal
commission for the impartial investiga-
tion of the incident. O
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to the police post for the second time the
sub-inspector had said to him, “If the thing
is not brought by this evening, my police-
men will not let me breathe at ease.”

5.2 Devnarayan Yadav

Devnarayan Yadav, ward member of
Baramjhiya VDC ward No. 4, says that
when he first heard of the incident he could
not believe that Ramvrikshya Master Saheb
was murdered. He further says, “Later, 1
saw Gajendra coming from the north and
enter into the check-post. No one had any
grudge against Master Saheb. Although he
was a great leader of the communists, he
was on good terms with everybody.”

5.3 Samir Ghimire

Samir Ghimire, a district level leader of
Nepali Congress says, “After all, this is a
very sad incident. Fair investigation must
be made into it. Sometimes certain persons
physically destroy their opponents thinking
that only thus can their path be cleared.”

Rambali Mahato, chairman of Sattokhar
VDC unit of Nepali Congress, opines,
“Ramvrikshya’s background must also be
reviewed. He received the same treatment
as he had done to others. This Girija
Government has completely failed in the
question of maintaining peace and security.
I suggest that the government should
undertake an army operation here like that
in Panjab and Kashmir. Ramvrikshya died
and then two Nepali congress people have
been disappeared. Jagannath Tamang has
kidnapped our people. Pradip Thakur who
was going to be killed by Matrika Yadav of
UPF that very day. has taken shelter in our
place.”

5.4 Manoj Khadka

“This is a political murder committed in a
planned way. Action must be taken against
the murderers. Such political killings under-

mine our parliamentary democracy”, says
Manoj Khadka, the office secretary of
Dhanusha district of CPN (UML). His reac-
tion to the incident is like this,
“Ramvrikshya was a political personality
but he did not have personal enmity with
any one. That is why, careful investigation
must be made into those who have been
involved in his murder. The administration
has shown a bias attitude towards the vic-
timized side. Investigation does not seem to
be carried out actively.

“It is learnt that repeated attempts had been

made to kill Ramvrikshya for the last two
years. Something to this effect was heard
now and then. Even when he was away
from the district for a couple of days, they
used to spread rumour that Ramvrikshya
had died,” this is how Mr Khadka con-
cludes his statement.

6.  About the Alleged Ones
6.1 Gajendra Prasad Singh

Gajendra Prasad Singh who has been taken
under police custody was said to be a man
of Hem Bahadur Malla during the
Panchayat regime. He is now the chairman
of a village unit of Nepali Congress.
However, the local inhabitants take him to
be an Indian. He is said to have obtained
the certificate of Nepalese citizenship not
long ago.

Rich peasant Gajendra and his sons are not
on good terms with the villagers. The tem-
porary police post has been stationed in his
house for the last two years.

6.2 Bachcha Singh

Known as an Indian national Bachcha Singh
had been staying at an apartment in
Janakpur for about two months. He hap-
pens to be the younger brother of Gajendra
Singh. Talking to the human rights team
Deputy Superintendent of Police,
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lodged any complaint with us. If they had,
we would have initiated investigation,” this
is what Mr. Majhi says further.

“There is no conversy that this is a political
murder. we have been informed that
Bachcha Singh was there. We have collected
verbal information from the owner of the
tea shop and Dr. Sakal Dev, but not from
any others.”

The DSP goes on saying, “The police fired
10-15 rounds of bullets in the air to protect
Gajendra Singh’s daughter-in-laws when
the excited mob began to manhandle them,
There, some seven or eight persons were
found having injuries like those sustained
from splinters but the statement made by
the villagers that they were injured with
splinters fired by Gajendra Singh is not true.
Bits of stones might have splintered away
from stones being struck at by bullets fired
by our policemen, resulting in those
injuries.”

But, contrary to the statement made by the
DSP, the police authority says that no bul-
lets were found there.

8.2 Tikaram Aryal

According to the CDO of Dhanusha, Taka
Ram Aryal, the majority of criminals in the
district are affiliated with one or the other
party. He says, “I came to know about the
incident when Matrika Yadav make me a
phone call at 8 pm. on August 2. We are try-
ing wholeheartedly to detect the criminals.
Since it is a case related murder, it is not
related with my office. However, such inci-
dents must be investigated in order to
maintain law and order in the district, so I
am trying my best.

9. A Short Biography of Ramvrikshya

Ramvrikshya was born in a poor peasant
family in Baramjhiya, Dhanusha district, in
1947. The son of Mrs Samptti Devi Yadav
and late Ramlakh Yadav, Ramvrikshya had

attained formal education upto LA. level.
He was the headmaster of many primary
schools in Dhanusha from 1968 to 1978. He
professed and practised simple living and
high thinking.

Late Yadav’s political life began from 1969-
70. In 1992, he was imprisoned for 6 or 7
months on charges of robing wheat cover-
ing an area of 6-7 Bighas of a local feudal
named Badri Koirala. Known as a man of
struggle, Mr Yadav had gone on hunger
strikes in prison once for 8 days and the
other time for 22 days.

He joined CPN (Fourth Congress) after he
came into contact with Hrishi Devkota Ajad
and Jaya Govinda Shaha in 1973-74. He was
imprisoned again in 1978 and released on
1980 when the king granted a general
amnesty. Then he became a fulltime worker
of the party and engaged in underground
activities. In 1972 the local feudals had cap-
tured him and one of his legs was broken.
Following his release from jail in 1990 after

_the local elections, late Yadav had been

elected an alternative central member of
CPN (Unity Centre). Later, he became cen-
tral member of United People’s Front,
Nepal.

A huge number of people had gathered in
the programme organized to perform his
last rites on August 20, at Baramjhiya.

Late Yadav has survived his mother-
Sampatti Devi, wife-Ram Kumari Yadav,
Son-Shekhar and four daughters.

10. Conclusion

This murder does not seem to be the result
of an attack made by someone in a fit of
emotions or that of excitement. Hence, it is
obvious that the incident was pre-planned.

- The fact that nothing was taken away
from Ramvrikshya or he did not have
any valuable thing with him at the
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Government’s version on
forced labour is totally false

overnment of Nepal has submitted the

initial report under article 40 of the

covenant - International Covenant on

Civil and Political Rights on 30 March

1994. The report has told - “No slav-
ery, slave trade or institutions or practices
similar to slavery are found in Nepal.
Nepalese law has prohibited forced labour
or servitude. Trafficking human beings,
slavery, serfdom or forced labour in any
form are prohibited by article 20 of the con-
stitution. Every citizen is provided with the
right against any form of exploitation.
However, compulsory service prescribed by
law for public purposes is an exception to
this provision”.

Of course, our constitution has strictly pro-
hibited any kind of slavery. But the reality
reveals otherwise situation. It was about 69
years back that the then Prime Minister
Chandra Shamsher Jung Bahadur
Rana(JBR) had publicly announced, through
a fifty seven page long decree written both
in Nepali and English, the abolition of slav-
ery from Nepal. It was read before thou-
sands of Nepalese; and three foreigners. In
this proclamation the premier highlighted
the importance of Sanatan Dharma
{(Unorthodox Hinduism), drawbacks of
Slavery and rationale for taking the refor-
matory moves. He firmly declared that
none would be allowed to keep any slave
from the first day of the new year according
to Nepali Calendar.

By the time the then premier declared the
abolition of slavery (total population of
Nepal was while honouring 5,563,788), out

of which 51,419 were slaves and 15,719
slave owners (but historians dispute on
number). The proclamation of the Prime
Minister 4,640 slaves were voluntarily freed
by their masters. About 110 slaves were able
to pay the price of their freedom by them-
selves. For the abolition of slavery from the
country, Chandra Shamsher JBR had allo-
cated seven percent (i.e Rs 1,400,000) from
the annual national budget.At the time of
his declaration he emphatically announced,
“Our people and the country have earned
enhanced fame in the world. But in this civi-
lized world, the existence of slavery system
has eclipsed our name and fame.”

In 1982 BS (Nepali Era), the Rana govern-
ment amended section 1 of civil code 1910
BS related to human-trafficking and men-
tioned slavery to be a big crime against own
fellow beings. In this section it was clearly
written that the sacred objectives of abol-
ishing slavery had to be realized. For this,
civil code 1982 firmly incorporated the abo-
lition of slavery from Nepal effective from
Monday, Vaishakh 1,1982 BS. Later the first
national census was taken for the identifica-
tion of the real slaves who later on were
declared free. So, afterwards slaves and
their off springs, legally, were no more
slaves. They couldn’t be sold or bought at
any price. No one could take hold of them.If
one was accused of slave trafficking, he was
subject to sentence. The sentence of the
court could be for seven years’ and the con-
vict had the received money forfeited by the
court.If he repeated such social crime, he
was made liable to further prosecution Thus
it’s obvious that civil code 1982 BS was a

18

INSEC Bulletin







I ——

kamaiya has to feed his family, he is com-
pelled to borrow ‘sounki’ fund. A kamaiya
slowly heads to the bonded system.

Sounki is a loan borrowed by kamaiya from
landowners. According to the study done
by INSEC around 30% Kamaiyas have
taken Sounki to earn their livelihood. But
how innocent and straight forward they are!
Most of them know almost nothing whether
they are under the burden of arrears or not.
If by chance they come to know, the real
amount of arrears still remains concealed to
them. No one can speak of truth too. It is a
difficult task for anyone to make them real-
ize that even after many years of their work,
their borrowed fund is not diminished.
Instead, the imposition of interest on bor-
rowed money i.e. Sounki is making their
sum increase year by year. A person who
can realize the fact, either doesn’t dare to
speak of it or thinks needless to speak of it.
INSEC’s study reveals that Sounki arrears
goes as high as Rs.80,000. Likewise some
are working as bonded labourers for four
successive generations.Approximately 96
percent of Kamaiyas are illiterate, 98 percent
are from the Tharu community, the indige-
nous people of Nepal. These facts verify
that Kamaiya system is the reflection and
the base of the bonded labour system pre-
vailing in
Nepal.

Because of
the lack of
essential
and effec-
tive law, the
bonded
labour sys-
tem is still
in existence
| even though
the constitu-
tion of the
Kingdom of
Nepal 1990
has implicit-

da Tk : ratre wee arad aad
Bonded Lahnut Syem : A Shame in Demncratic Nepal

ly ratified convention regarding the aboli-
tion of slavery,slave-trade or other institu-
tions and similar practices.Moreover, the
constitution is in support of preserving
common norms of democracy and demo-
cratic society.Only the provision of ‘Act’
against the bonded labour system can not
be as effective as changing social and eco-
nomic standards of society.However the Act
can relieve the problems of bonded labour-
ers to some extent and Nepalese can be
legally get rid of black spot in the human
civilization regarding human abuses.Then
thousands of Nepalese can exercise demo-
cratic rights being free from inhuman and
barbaric practices. Therefore,an act for the
abolition of bonded labour system is the
need of today.

Informal Sector service Centre (INSEC) took
the initiative to draft an Act for the abolition
of Kamaiya system in tune with the genuine
efforts made in or without parliament. First
of all, INSEC forwarded a draft to the par-
liament to be accepted as a parliamentary
bill in 2049 BS. Later on there was a discus-
sion on it among members of parliament,
lawyers, journalists and other scholars.
Incorporating suggestions and views
expressed during the discussions,the second
draft was put forward for further discus-
sions. Furthermore INSEC conducted few
seminars in Kailali, Kanchanpur and Bardia
in Shrawan and Bhadra in 2050BS to collect
suggestions and comments from concerned
people. INSEC organized a discussion pro-
gram on its office premises to give the final
touch to the draft. This discussion had par-
ticipation from the members of the parlia-
ment, journalists, lawyers and human rights
activists. Hence the final draft of the act for
the abolition of the bonded labour system
was minutely improved which still may
demand further improvement. Parliament
has got equal rights to reshape it in order to
fulfill its objectives of abolishing the
kamaiya system.When the parliament pass-
es the bill (i.e.the draft),it will certainly help
abolish this system. 0
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Bank not to show conclusively the superi-
ority of the Plan A option (the Arun project
as currently designed) over Plan B (which
proposes to have the number of small and
medium hydropower schemes) to supply
the national grid. The cost of the Plan B
projects compared with the Plan A option
are extremely preliminary.

In the interests of generating energy for
Nepal at least cost, it is imperative that the
study of the alternatives be taken to at least
the feasibility level to allow a proper com-
parison with the Arun project.

The addition of 402 MW of electricity by a
singular project like Arun III will increase
the total generation capacity of the country
from 250 MW at present to about 700 MW
by 2005. In future all the aspects of national
life, development works, industries, trans-
port, commerce, health, education and
administration as well as the individual
and domestic life of many Nepalese will be
dependent on the supply of electricity. In
this situation, the electricity supply system
of the country will be highly dependent on
Arun IIL If there are any big problems in
this project or if the electricity could not be
supplied due to any petty reason, it will be
difficult for the country to tide over the
subsequent bad effects. The big question is
whether the country can tide over a partic-
ular risk and its results at a particular time
and situation. It is reasonable in view of the
risk bearing capacity of the country to
broaden the basis of its electricity supply
system, i.e. the national capacity should be
increased by the construction of many
medium sized hydroelectric projects in dif-
ferent parts of the country. In such a way
the element of risk will be small and divisi-
ble. Arun III should be constructed at a
more appropriate time by the gradual
development of the risk bearing capacity of
the country rather than by a sudden leap
forward.

The Arun Valley is a remote area of vast

biological diversity and ecological fragility.
This wvalley comprises all parts of
Sankhuwasabha district, many parts of
Bhojpur district, a large part of Dhankuta
district, and is considered to be rich in nat-
ural resources. The bio-diversity in its
northern parts as a result of variation in
altitude and its micro-climatic zones and its
still intact forest in the valley which has a
huge storage of wildlife and rare medicinal
plants needs to be protected. These things
cannot be protected by just giving direc-
tives to the contractors who are to do the
construction work of the project. The Valley
is inhabited by about 450,000 people, com-
prising 10 ethnic groups. These people will
be extremely vulnerable during road and
project construction. About 1,760 families
will be affected by the loss of their homes,
lands and livelihoods. Other families will
be adversely affected by the large influx of
workers and the pressure put on local food,
forest and water resources. It is estimated
that subsistence farmers adversely affected
by the road will lose 20 perdent of their
income. So a proper way of mobilizing the
resources in a sustainable way should be
developed with the participation of the
local people. A basic frame work can be
created within a few years by conducting
programmes for environmental protection
and the use of resources. Without a sound
basis for environmental protection mecha-
nism, the construction of Arun III project
can create long term and permanent nega-
tive effect on the environment but it is sim-
ply a window dressing to say that attention
shall be given to such things during the
period of the construction of the project.

The Arun III project, along with the upper
and lower Arun project will cause irre-
versible, long term cumulative impacts to
the environment and the people. Many of
these cumulative impacts have not yet been
assessed.

Courtsey: The Milestone, Sept/Oct 1994
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Minister for Justice has now appointed
a Committee headed by Mr. Soza,
Chairman of the Human Rights Task
Force including Messrs. Siva Selliah,
retired judge of the Appeal Court,
Ainsley Samarajeewa, human rights
lawyer and coordinator of the MIRJE
legal aid programme and two others,
Messrs. A.R.C. Perera and Kolitha
Dharmawardena.

to look into the cases of these detainees.
Their task is to look into the available
evidence and/or charges against
detainees and recomumend their release
in case of insufficient evidence or where
the offenses are trivial.

They have been given a time limit of
three months to complete their task. It is
expected that by the end of this period
most of the detainees, except those
against whom will lie grave charges,
will be released.

Meanwhile, in its annual report, the
Human Rights Task Force reveals that
at the end of August 1994, 3,980
detainees are being held at police and
military camps throughout the country.
Of them 2,291 are being held at police
stations, 1043 in Army camps and 646
in other centres.

Disappearance of 31 School
boys in Embilipitiya :

Parents of 31 school boys, reported
missing in Embilipitiya since August
1989, have wtitten to the Minister of
Higher Education Richard Pathirana
requesting him to take action to arrest
the persons responsible. The letter
reminds the Minister that upto now
they have written 618 letters to respon-

sible government officials during the
last four years requesting some action,
to no avail.

The government has now initiated the
process of framing charges against 13
suspects believed to be responsible for
this disappearances. On 20th
September, the Attorney-General direct-
ed the CID to apprehend and produce
nine suspects before the Embilipitiya
Magistrate. On the 23rd, five suspects -
Dayananda Galappatti, former
Principal of Embilipitiya Madya Maha
Vidyalaya, Major Jaliya Epa, Major G.
Ginige, Captain Vajira Chamarasinghe,
soldier Jakson Kumarasinghe of Sevana
Army camp, Embilipitiva were pro-
duced before the Embilipitiya
Magistrate by the CID and were
remanded till 7th October. Four other
army persons are still to be apprehend-
ed; army authorities have reported that
they are at the front and will be brought
back in a few days.

The annual report of the Human Rights
Task Force released last month states
that “it investigated into the disappear-
ances of 32 school boys. The HRTF
recorded a number of statements
including the statements of two parents
who had been taken into custody along
with the school boys. They are eye wit-
nesses to the arrest and detention. The
government has taken refuge behind
the 16 habeas corpus applications filed
by the parents. These habeas corpus
applications have been or will be abort-
ed by the plea that school boys were not
taken. The State is under a duty to put
the case before the courts without any
further delay if it is to maintain its cred-
ibility.”

(Courtesy: INFORM)
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Rs. 30.00 (Nepal) ~
US$ 5.00 ¢ Other countries)

Cat¢ Informal Sector Service Centre (INSEC)

G.P.O. Box 2726, Kathmandu, Nepal. Tel: 977-1-270770 Fax: 977-1-226820










