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Preparatory Meeting
February 18-19, 1993
Kathmandu, Nepal

A 2-day preparatory meeting of South Asian Forum for Human Rights (SAFHR) was
held in Kathmandu, Nepal, on February 18 and 19, 1993. The proceedings, reports
and concerns (eg. statement of concern on various issues) of the meeting are given
below. v :

WELCOME-SPEECH

his very day shall be regarded as an historical event in the history of human rights
novement in South Asia. Today, we, the different personalities and representatives
of various organizations concerned with human rights, have gathered at this place to
discuss our problems, strengthen our solidarity and struggle unitedly to establish a
regional organization covering all the sectors concerned.

Atthis very moment, itis worthwhile to remember late Prakash Kaphley, a prominent
human rights activist of not only Nepal but also of South Asia. While forming the
South Asian Forum for Human Rights (SAFHR) during the World Congress on
Human Rights held in New Delhi in 1990, he had played akey role. The SAFHR was
then formed under the convenership of Fr R.W. Timm. Owing to the existing political
and human rights situation, SAFHR could not carry out its activities as expected;
however, the training of trainers organized in Dhaka has benefitted the human rights
activists a lot.

From time to time, we discussed shifting the headquarters of SAFHR to Nepal to

make it more dynamic. Informal Sector Service Centre (INSEC), a human rights

organization founded by late Prakash Kaphley, realizing the need for a regional

human rights organization, has expressed its commitment to Fr Timm and other
’t)iends to mobilize SAFHR and establish its headquarters in Kathmandu.

Today, we have gathered here to go ahead and organize SAFHR on a formal basis.
I hope this historical gathering shall fill the remaining vacuum ofregional organization
in the human rights movement in South Asia.

Finally, I would like to extend my sincerest thanks to Justice P.N. Bhagawati and all
of you who have come here to share your experiences and extend help in organizing
SAFHR. INSEC will extend all its efforts for rendering SAFHR as active and
effective as it can.

Thanks.

- Sushil Pyakurel
Co-ordinator, INSEC
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said one member. It was strongly felt that trainers had
to be trained within the region. Whenever they had
returned from programs in the North they had become
useless to their home NGOs. A need was felt to train
student lawyers. A body exists for this purpose in
Calcuttaand interested parties were requested to contact
India for further information. The role of lawyers and
especially of those trained in human rights was seen as
vital, especially where the question of legal aid was
involved.

There are three appeal networks available to those in
the South Asian region. These are: Amnesty
International, World Action Against Torture and
otline Asia. Ravi Nair of India pointed out that as our
‘ers and faxes are often censored by the government,
there exists acomputer network called E-MAIL which
can be hooked into by modem. Those interested can
contact him on how this system works.

Investigation teams and citizens tribunals were referred
to as old hat by one member. He suggested thata direct
attack would be a better approach. For instance, in the
case of the Bhutanese refugees, lawyers from the
member countries could meet and physically cross the
Bhutanese barrier, thus shaming the Bhutan
government into taking some positive action.

Names proposed for the human rights aware committee
were: Justice Subhan, Justice Dorab Patel, Justice P.N.
Bhagawati, Clarence Dias and Mario Gomez. The
name of a person from Nepal has yet to be suggested.
It was agreed that during the one year between a

. &gson’s receiving the award and the nextaward, if the
SPhner was to accept a government post then he/she
would automatically have to step down.

Signature campaigns on Burma, the Bhutanese refugees
and Korean comfort girls during the second world war,
were read out and signed. Each member is to take
copies of the first two of these and distribute them to
his/her home press. A press release detailing how
SAFHR was created and what activities it intends to
focus on was read out and later distributed.

CONSTITUTION OF THE SAFHR
[Comment on the Constitution is sought].
1. Preamble

Whereas, the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights of the United Nations states that all members
of the human family are created equally and that
their human dignity and rights are the basis for
human freedom justice and peace, and

Whereas the establishment of freedom, justice and
peace depends on the promotion, protection and
education in human rights, and

Whereas the countries of the South Asian region,
having a communality of interests, have come
together under the umbrella of SAARC,

We, the founding members of SAFHR, commit
ourselves to the cause of human life and dignity in
all its forms and manifestations and we pledge
ourselves to work toward the realization of these
aims and objectives.

2. Name

The name of the organization is “The South Asian
Forum for Human Rights”, in short, SAFHR.

3. Secretariat

The secretariat of the organization shall be at
Kathmandu or at such place as shall be decided on
by a 2/3rd vote at a general meeting. There shall be
country affiliates in Bangladesh, Bhutan, India,
Maldives, Pakistan and Sri Lanka.

4. Incorporation

The organization shall be incorporated as an
international regional NGO, i.e., voluntary, non-
sectarian, non-governmental and non-profit body,
according to the laws of the country where the
office is located.
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5. Aims and Objects
The aims and objects of the organization are:

1. To work for the realization, promotion and
promotion of humanrightsin the SAARCregion.

2. To work faor the implementation of all the
national, regional and international human rights
instruments’ standards, norms and declarations
and of international humanitarian law.

3. Toengage in studies and research in the field of
human rights and to educate the public to support
the cause of humanrights through talks, seminars,
training, publications, use of mass media and
similar activities.

4. To hold a People’s SAARC at the time of the
annual SAARC Summit meetings in order to
project the view point of the general public on
selected human rights issues.

5. To seek affiliation with ECOSOC for making
representations to various UN committees.

6. To promote the establishment of democracy,
e.g., by monitoring the electoral process in any
of the countries of South Asia.

7. To investigate violations of human rights,
especially those of a class nature.

8. To receive donations in cash or kind, operate
bank accounts and investmoney and pursue any
other activity which is necessary, incidental or
conducive of fulfilling the aims and objects of
the Society. (Registration would require the
separation of the first two elements, but there
was a general consensus against registration
unless it is required).

6. Autonomy

The SAFHR shall be a non-government
autonomous organization,

7. Use of Income

Any income or property of the SAFHR, however
derived, shall be used only for fulfilling the objects
of the Society.

8.Dissolution

In the event of dissolution of the SAFHR, after
satisfying all debts and disabilities, the remaining
assets or property shall be given, at the choice of the
members of the SAFHR, to any other Forum or
Society having similar aims and objects.

9. Accounts and Audit .

Adequate accounts shall be keptof the receipts and
expenditures of the SAFHR and its assets. Once a
year an audit shall be carried out by a reputed firm
of Chartered Accountants.

10. First Working Committee

Through approval by the present founding
members, who are signatory to this Constitution,
the first one year interim Working Committee
members are: Anita Mir (Pakistan), Tapan Bose
(India), Sushil Pyakurel (Nepal), Akram Hossain
Chowdhary (Bangladesh) and the representative
from Sri Lanka will be sent within a week. Fr Timm
will also be a member as ex-officio Convener and
Sushil Pyakurel of INSEC as interim Secretary
General of SAFHR. -

11. Definitions ‘,

a. the “Forum, Society or Organization” means
the South Asian Forum for Human Rights
(SAFHR).

b. “Annual GeneralMeeting” means the meeting
envisaged in Article.

c. “Executive Committee” means the Governing
Body, constituted in the manner provided in
the Rules.

d. “Office Bearers” means the Chairperson, Vice-




Chairperson, Secretary and Treasurer of the
Forum.

“Extraordinary General Meeting” means any
general meeting other than the Annual General
Meeting.

“Member” means a member of the Forum.

“Memberin Good Standing” means amember
whois notin defaultof payment of subscription
and whose membership has not been
suspended.

~» 12. Membership

Membership shall be open to any NGO working

in

South Asia in areas of human rights which

shares the objectives of SAFHR and which is
approved by the Executive Committee for
membership after such screening as the EXCO
considers necessary. Associate members may also
be allowed to join but will not have the right to
vote.

13. Annual Subscription

All members and associate members will pay to
their country office an annual subscription
equivalent to US$25 and US$100, respectively.

14. Entitlement of Members

Every member in good standing shall be entitled

to:

')a.

= b.

appoint a representative to attend meeting of
the SAFHR;

vote at all general meetings of the SAFHR;
be elected to office, subject to the provisions
regarding elections;

avail of any privileges made available from
time to time.

15. General Meetings

1.

An Annual General Meeting (AGM)

An Annual General Meeting (AGM) shall be
held once a year, at such time and place within
South Asiaas may be determined by Executive

Committee. Notice of the meeting and its agenda
shall be given at least 21 days in advance,
specifying the place, day, time and agenda of
the meeting. Any member organization may
send one voting member.

2. At the AGM the following may be transacted

a. receive and approve the Annual Report of
the SAFHR

b. approve the Audited Accounts;

c. approve the Annual Budget;

d. hold the election of EXCO members as
required;

e. appoint an auditor and fix the fee;

f. recommend programs to be done by the
centre or country offices;

g. renew the office work plans for the coming
yéar;

h. do any other business with the permission
of the Chairperson;

i. The first AGM shall be held in Kathmandu
in 1993. After that meetings shall be held
by rotation in the other countries of the
SAARC region.

3. Extraordinary general meeting

Anextraordinary general meeting may becalled
in emergency by a requisition signed by 2/3 of
the members and which states the object of the
meeting. The notice shall be circulated with the
agenda at least 21 days in advance.

(a) A quoram shall consist of 1/3 of the
members. Every question may be decided by
a show of hands. The Chairperson shall have
a casting vote in the event of a tie.

. Executive Committee

The EXCO shall consist of equal membership
from each country of the SAARC region, and
the immediate past Chairperson of the Forum,
who shall be an ex-officio member of the
EXCO. The EXCO will be elected every three
years in an AGM or a postal ballot.
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5. Resignation

A member of the EXCO may resign from
office by giving notice in writing to the
Secretary and it becomes effective upon
expiry of the notice period.

6. Vacancy

A vacancy may be filled by the remaining
EXCO members and the person will be chosen
from the same country as the retiring member
to serve the remainder of his/her term.

7. Functions of the EXCO

a. It shall determine the policies and scope of

SAFHR activities, as well as approve the

" appointment of the Coordinator, Accounts

Officer and other members of the Secretariat
staff.

b. Itshould approve major projects, the holding
of forums, lectures, seminars, etc. and should
exercise financial control. Funds should be
kept on deposit at any scheduled bank.
Accounts shall be operated jointly by the
Treasurer and Chairperson or Vice-
Chairperson. The accounts must show: (i) all
sums of money received by the society; (ii) the
books of accounts shall be keptat the registered
office of the society and shall always be open
to inspection of the members of the EXCO.

¢. The members of the committee at its first
meeting after election willelect aChairperson,
Vice-Chairperson, Secretary and a Treasurer
~ from among themselves.

d. The first EXCO shall consistof those accredited
representatives of the member NGOs who
signed the Memorandum of the Society.

€. The quorum for a meeting shall consist of
~more than 1/2 of the members.

f. The members may not serve more than two
terms consecutively; one-third of the elected
members wjll retire every year.

———— e

g.  The EXCO shall hold at least two meetings
ayear, which will be called by the Chairperson
or Secretary. Minutes of the meetings shall be
recorded by the Secretary and signed by the
Secretary and the Chairperson.

h. Special meetings may be called by the
Chairperson or Secretary when required.

i. Members shall receive no compensation for
their services, but may be reimbursed their
travel and accommodation expenses.

j. Decisions of the EXCO may be taken either
at meetings or by correspondence.

k. The EXCO shall be given the power to map
rules and regulations tocarry out the functio;
of SAFHR.

16. Amendment of the Constitution

Any modification or alteration of the Constitution
can be effected if necessary by the approval of 2/
3 of the members present in a general meeting.

PRESS RELEASE (February 19, 1993)

The South Asian Forum for Human Rights (SAFHR)

has been formally set up at Kathmandu, Nepal. The
decision followed the deliberations at a seminar held

on February 18-19, 1993. Kathmandu is the
headquarters of SAARC (South Asian Associationfor =
Regional Cooperation). The setting up of SAFHR hggre

will facilitate the interfaces and interaction betw
non-governmental and inter-governmental initiatives.

The opening day’s sessions were chaired by Justice
P.N. Bhagawati, retired Chief Justice of the Supreme
Court of India.

A Constitution was adopted for the SAFHR and the
first working committee was constituted for one year,
with representatives fromn Bangladesh, Bhutan, India,
Nepal, Pakistan and SriLanka, the ex-officioConvener
and the interim Secretary General of SAFHR, Sushil
Pyakurel, Director of INSEC. Anita Mir, a journalist
from Lahore, Pakistan, served as the Secretary for the
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seminar. It was decided that the secretariat of the
SAFHR will be Informal Sector Service Centre
(INSEC), a Kathmandu-based NGO.

The coordinating body, known as the South Asian

Forum for Human Rights, was first proposed at the

World Congress of Human Rights in New Delhi in

December 1990. Father Richard Timm, Executive

Secretary of the Commission for Justice and Peace,

t Bangladesh, served as its first Convener upto the time
- of the seminar.

In July 1992, a two week training of trainers of the
? SAARC region was conducted under SAFHR at Dhaka.

e main activities of the SAFHR as adopted will be:
(D) publication of a regular newsletter on human rights
activities and problems of the SAARC countries; (2)
holding regional training courses; (3) monitoring
outstanding human rights abuses; (4) the possible
delegation of responsibility of convening a regional
level campaign on continued humnan rights violations
in Bhutan; and (5) holding of an annual People’s
SAARC at the time of the annual SAARC Suminit.
The People’s SAARC will seek to represent the non-
governmental and common people’s viewpoint. A
different theme will be selected each year and any
NGO member can work on that subject during the year
and present his/her findings at the People’s SAARC.
Victims of human rights abuses will also be invited t0
express themselves before the People’s SAARC.
Recommendations of the People’s SAARC will be

" presented to the SAARC Summit.

)he theme chosen for the People’s SAARC to be held
- in Kathmandu toward the end of 1993 is the situation
of the Adivasis or indigenous people. This is to
complement the fact that UN has designated 1993 as

the Year of the Indigenous Populations.

The SAFHR seminar in Kathmandu decided to begin
work toward drawing up a Charter of Human Rights
for the SAARC region and a committee of five was
appointed for this purpose. It will also concern itself
with working towards a commonality of issues that
affect the region at the forthcoming World Congress of
Human Rights.

..........

The SAFHR seminar signed statements on three
important issues, drawn up by the “South Asian
Initiative Meeting of Peoples Plan of the 21st Century
(PP21)” held at Kathmandu February 16-17. The first
was a statement against the alarming growth of
communal violence and religious fanaticism. It strongly
condemned communal violence, the wanton destruction
of religious places and the political manipulation of
the religious feelings of people.

The participants reaffirmed their faith in freedom of
belief, expression and worship and pledged to support
oppressed people against religious intolerance and to
stand for social justice, human dignity and peace.

The second statement called for the immediate release
of Aung San Suu Kyi, the recognition of the
democratically elected people’s representatives and
support for the rights of the tribal people.

The third statement drew atiention to the plight of
Bhutanese refugees in Nepal and India and the denial
of fundamental freedom to the Bhutanese people.

A fourth statement was circulated by Women Acting
Together for Change (WATCH), Kathmandu, on the
plightof comfort women used by the Japanese soldiers
during the Second World War.

CONCEPT OF PEOPLE’S SAARC

It was explained briefly before the seminar that People™s
SAARC referred to an alternative or parallel function
to be held especially at the time of the SAARC Summit
each year. Itwould give anopportunity for the oppressed
people to present their stories and problems. The
SAFHR network in each country would host the
People’s SAARC when it is held in their country. Any
member organizations or individuals could take partin
the preparations for the People’s SAARC and the
testimonies of victims of human rights abuses in
connection with the annual theme would be highlighted.

Since 1993 is the UN Year of the Indigenous
Populations it was a general consensus that violations
against adivasis should be the main theme for the
People’s SAARC to be held at the time of the SAARC
Summit in Kathmandu late in the year. A number of
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STATEMENT OF CONCERN AND PLEDGE

We the undersigned belonging to Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka met in Kathmandui on February
16 and 17, 1993 to discuss the realization in South Asian region the People’s Plan for the 215t century.

Noting the alarming growth of communal violence and religious fanaticism, we strongly condemn;

- Communal riots and violence directed against religious minorities in general and women in particular;
the wanton destruction of religious places, and
- political manipulation of religious feelings of people.

We reaffirm our faith in freedom of belief, expression and worship.
We pledge our continued support to the oppressed peoples of this region in their struggles against religious intolerance and

Jor social justice, human dignity and peace.

A CALL FOR THE RELEASE OF AUNG SAN SUU KYI
. AND UPHOLD PEACE AND HUMAN RIGHTS IN BURMA

We, the members of the South Asian Forum for Human Rights (SAFHR), belonging to Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal,
Pakistan and Sri Lanka as well as the representatives of International Organizations in Asia and Pacific region, express our
great concern over the inhuman and gross violation of human rights in Burma (Myanmar).

We call upon all concerned people, organizations and institutions of all countries to combine our efforts to press the shameful
Burmese authoritarian regime to immediate release of the Nobel Peace Prize Laureate, Aung San Suu Kyi and all political
prisoners in Burma. :

We also callforthe restoration of democracy and upholding of human rights including respect for ethnic minorities in Burma.
We demand an immmediate return of the power to the elected-representatives recognized by the vast magjority of Burma.

We fully support and share our concerns with the Well-Wishes Missionofthe 7 Nobel Peace Prize Laureates visiting Thailand
Jrom 16 - 20 February 1993 for a call on the release of their fellow laureate and the peaceful Burma.

We share the painful experiences and express our fraternal solidarity 10 our Burmese brothers and sisters who are striving
actively and painfully against the ‘brutal Burmese military junta — SLORC regime’ for long decades and look forward to
the achievement of the democracy, human rights and social justice in Burma.

STATEMENT ON HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATION IN BHUTAN

We the participants of the South Asian Forum for Human Rights (SAFHR), general meeting held in Kathmandu, Nepal from
February 18-19, 1993 continue to view with grave concern the gross human rights violations occurring in Bhutan. We are
particularly concerned about the eviction of 100,000 Bhutanese of Nepalese ethnicity and their plight in refugee camps in
Nepal.

We call upon the government of Bhutan to:

1. Guarantee fundamental human rights of all ethnic communities in the country.

2. Work towards an early repatriation of Bhutanese in exile with security and dignity and to ensure the return
of their assets and properties confiscated by the Royal Government of Bhutan.
3. Release all political prisoners including the prisoner of conscience Mr T.N. Rizal detained unlawfully.
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

Bangladesh

Rosaline Costa

Hotline Bangladesh

‘Box-5, Dhaka-1000 = .

Tel: 417936, Fax: 880-2-834993

Father R. W. Timm, CSC
Box 5, Dhaka-1000, Bangladesh
Tel: 417936

Dr. Qasem Chowdhury

Gonoshasthaya Kendra

Savar, Dhaka-1350, Bangladesh

Tel: 402245, 863567, Fax: 880-1-833182

Abdul Majid Mallik

PP-21, Bangladesh

C/O CARITAS Bangladesh

2, Outer circular Road

* Shantibag, Dhaka 1217, Bangladesh
Tel: 835409, Fax: 880-2-834993

Akram H. Chowdhhry

Secretary-General

Bangladesh Human Rights Commission
- 77 Purana Paltan Line

Dhaka - 1000, Bangaldesh

Om Dhungel

luman Rights Organisation of Bhutan (HUROB)
P.O. Box 172, Lalitpur,

Kathmandu, Nepal

Ratan Gazmere
_ Chief Coordinator

Association for Human Rights

(AHURA)-Bhutan

Tel: (023) 80 348

c/0 Menuka Gharayalu Udhyog
. 250/12 Damak Bazar

Jhapa, Nepal

12

Justice P.N. Bhagawati
S 296, Greater Kailash ParK II
New Delhi 48, India

Dr. Prem Chandran John

Asian Community Health

Action Network (ACHAN)

702 B, Shivalaya

16 commander-in-chief Road

Madras-600 105, India

Tel: 91-44-470424 (Office)
91-444919890 (Res.)

Fax: 91-44-825 6061

Cable: HEALTHNET, Madras

Prof. Buddhadeb Chaudhuri

A-3, Karaya Government

Housing Estates,

Calcutta-700019, India

Tel: 91-33-2472900
Fax:91-33-401347

(Attn: Prof. Buddhadeb Chaudhury)

Mr. Biplab Halim

IMSE

244, Jodhpur Park (2/F)
Calcutta-700068, India

Tel: 73-2740 (Off), 71-9047 (Res)
Cable: IMMSEY

Luingam Luithui
Secretary General
Asia Indigenous Peoples Pact (ALPP)
Other Media

K-14, Green Park Extn
Delhi-16

Fax: 4624874

Tel: (91) 011-650113
or

ACFOD

Tel: (662) 3779357
Fax: (662) 3740464
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Mr. Minar Pimple

YUVA: Youth for Unity

and Voluntary Action

8, ground floor,

33L, Mhatre Building,

Mugbhat cross lane,

Bombay 400002, India

Tel: 91-22-3889811/4143498,
4070623 (Off)
91-22-6212059 (Res.)

Fax:  91-22-2044223/2088348
(Atm: YUVA)

Mr. Tapan K. Bose
e Other Media
4 Green Park Extn.
New Delhi-110016
Phone: (011) 6863830 (Off)
(011)-6867694 (Res)
Fax: 011-4624874

Achyut Yagnik

Centre for Social Knowledge
Punyashlok,

Near Liberty Bust Stop
University Road

Ahmedabad - 380016

India

Ravi Nair

Executive Director

South Asia Human Rights
Documentation Centre (SAHRDC)
Hauz Khas

'New Delhi - 110016

India
Tel: 91-11-6865736
Fax: 91-11-6865736

Nepal

Rhishikesh Shaha

President

Human Rights Organisation of
Nepal (HURON)

Tel: 411033, Fax: 977-1-417895
P.O.Box: 5424, Kathmandu, Nepal

—

B.P. Khatiwada

Forum for Protection of
Human Rights (FOPHUR)
P.O. Box 5457
Tel:222098

Kathmandu, Nepal

Biswakanta Mainali

General-Secretary

Forum for Protection of Human Rights
Kathmandu, Nepal

Tel: 222098

Fax: 977-1-226795

Veerendra Keshari Pokhrel

Vice-President

Human Rights Organisation of Nepal (HURON)
Tel: 411033, Fax: 977-1-417895

P.O.Box: 5424, Kathmandu, Nepal

Gopal Krishna Siwakoti

Institute for Human Rights, Environment
and Development - International

Post Box No. 2125

Kathmandu, Nepal

Tel: 419610

Fax: 412538

Gopal Siwakoti
INHURID International
Executive director
P.O.Box 2125
Kahtmandu, Nepal

Pradeep Nepal

Civil Rights Protection Committee
P. O. Box 6051,

Kathmandu, Nepal

Sushil Pyakurel
Co-ordinaotr

. Informal Sector Service Centre

(INSEC)

P.O.Box: 2726

Kathmandu, Nepal

Tel: 270770 (Off), 272267 (Res)
Fax: 977-1-226820 (Attn: INSEC)




Meena Pandel
Women Acting Together for Change
(WATCH)
P.O.Box: 5723
- Tel: 416518

Kathmandu, Nepal

- Prakash Chandra Joshi

“General Secretary
Human Rights Organisation of Nepal (HURON)
Tel: 411033, Fax: 977-1-417895

- P.O.Box: 5424
- Kathmandu, Nepal

Bharat Raj Upreti

Co-ordinator

Legal Research and Development Forum
P.O. Box: 4865

Tel: 221340, 215725, Fax: 977-1-226770
Kathmandu, Nepal

Kundan Aryal

Nepal Journalists Forum for Human Rights
P.O.Box: 1924, Kathmandu, Nepal

Tel: 270770

Pakistan

Anita Mir

The Frontier Post

10 Queens Road, Lahore, Pakistan
Tel: 6361382-6

Ehsan Ullah Khan

President

Bonded Labour Liberation Front of Pakistan
Lahore, Pajistan

Sti Lank

Dr. Rajendra Wijetunga

_ Organization to Safeguard Life
and Environment (OSLEN)
330/4 Negombo Road

" Kurunegala, Sri Lanka
Tell: 037-23320 (Res)

_ - 01-694173 (Off)
Fax: 037-22612

Clarence J. Dias

International Center For Law
in Development (ICLD)

777 UN Plaza 7/E, New York,
N.Y. 10017, USA

Tel: 212-687-0036

Fax: 212-972-9878

Boonthan T. Verawongs
Programme Monitor, ACFOD
P. 0. Box 26

Bungthonglang,

Bangkok 10242, Thailand .
Tel: (662) 3779357
Fax: (662) 3740464

M.A. Sabur
Co-ordinator, ACFOD
House 494, Soi-11
Lardpao 101
Bangkok, Thailand
Tel: 3779357

Fax: 3740464

Rajesh Tandon

President

Asia South Pacific Bureau

of Adult Education (ASPBAE)
C/OPRIA

42, Tuglankabad Institutional Area
New Delthi-110062 -
India .
Tel: 011-645-1908, 011-647-1183
Fax: 011-6442728

Dr. Om Shrivastava

Asian South Pacific Burero of
Adult Education (ASPBAE)
South Asia'Co-ordinator

C/O PRIA,

42 Tuglakabad Institutional Area
New Delhi-110062, India

Tel: 91-11-645-1908/647-1178
Fax: (91-11) 644-2728
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Identify already working groups

Small meetings to ascertain people’s opinions on
issue such as rivers

Meeting next year on big dams

SAFAN and ACFOD raise money

. Support move for sustainable agriculture-share

information on critique of green revolution.
Meeting on bio-diversity and seed banks
Prepare national directories, i.e. who are doing
work on bio-diversity

Get back control to people and land, rivers —
work with existing groups

Mono cultural forests vs tribal culture rights.
Maybe organize South Asia meeting on
documentation of people’s knowledge.

How industry creating environmental pollution.
OSLON and PRIA to co-ordinate.

11. Environment from women’s perspective.

12. Health

13. Vehicle pollution

Indigenous People

1. Question UN definition of indigenous people

2. Tribunal on indigenous people. Documentation
from this to be presented to SAARC

3. Identifying groups in each country who work for
indigenous people and a sharing of this knowledge.

Nuclearisati 11 j Militarisati

1. South Asia level seminar in Calcutta

24 Anti-armament rallies

3. Documentation on militarisation

4. (Call for de-nuclearisation of world

The World Conference Human Rights, organized by
the UN Centre for Human Rights, is going to be held
in Vienna, Austria in June 1993.

This Conference which is a meeting of heads of

government will be open to participation by NGOs

with consultative status with the UN. We are keen that
NGOs which do not have consultative status,
particularly national level NGOs, should also take this
opportunity to present their views on the human rights
struggle in different parts of the world.

It is important that Asian NGOs in particular make a
meaningful contribution to the World Conference.
After all, Asia is where the majority of the human race
lives. There are millions and millions of Asians who
do not enjoy the most basic human rights. There are,
besides, human rights issues confronting our people
whichare in some ways unique to our continent. Given
our present situation, our past history and our religious
and cultural traditions, we should try to develop a
wholistic, integrated vision of human rights. Such a
vision is vital for further strengthening the promotion
and protection of human rights.

It is with this goal in mind that some of the human
rights activists who attended a human rights meeting
in Osaka in June 1992 decided to draft a statement
expressing concerns on the human rights situation in
Asia today.

The 161 Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) in
Asia commend the United Nations for organizing a
World Conference on Human Rights to be held in
Vienna in June 1993.

The World Conference will be an occasion to re-affinm
humanity’s commitment to the values and principles
embodied in the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, the International Covenanton Economic, Social
and Cultural Rights, the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights and other such covenants
and declarations which seek to protect and promote the
dignity of the human being.

It will also be an occasion to reiterate thathuman rights
are indivisible and interdependent and therefore need
to be pursued in a wholistic manner.

Summary,
“Human Rights in Asia: The Struggle for Human

Dignity” calls for a wholistic, integrated approach to
human rights. Economic, social and cultural rights




should be given as much attention as civil and political
rights. If individual rights are important, so are
collectiverights. Human rights within the international
system should be given equal emphasis to human
rights within a nation state.

In Asia, poverty, exploitation, environmental
degradation, elite-oriented  development,
authoritarians, militarism and communalism, among
other factors, affect human rights adversely.
Domination and control of humankind by a handful of
political elites and corporations located in the North
has also affected the rights human rights in the South.

After serious reflections on the human rights situation
in Asia, the statement makes a number of
recommendations to the World Conference on Human
Rights. It wants the World Conference to persuade
Asian Governments to rectify the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
and the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights and its optional protocols among other United
Nations Conventions. At the same time, it urges Asian
governments “to revoke laws and eliminate policies
which are detrimental to the full realization of the
economic, social, cultural, civil and political rights of
their pcople™. It also suggests that Asian governments
“should take immediate steps to establish a regional
interim governimental mechanism for the promotion
and protection of human rights”.

The statcment wants “major industrial powers and
important lending agencies in the North to write off the
external debts of chronically poor nations in the South”™
so that their people will “have a better chance of
enjoying some of their basic rights as human beings”.
Itis significant that the statement calls for the abolition
of the veto and permancnt membership within the
Security Council, in the interest of democracy in
global politics. It also recognizes the importance of
strengthening the powers of the UN General Assembly
in matters pertaining to international security, politics
and econornics since the General Assembly is the
institution which represents all nations and peoples.

The statementnotes in conclusion that “the values and
principles which have inspired the rights of the human
being are very much a part of the illustrious moral and

o

spiritual traditions of the continent” and for thatreason,
Asia should, as it enters the 21st Century, “fulfil its
destiny by ensuring the triumph of human rights and
human dignity”,

Contd. from pg. 26

At the same time, the Sri Lankan government has
taken no steps to implement several of the assurances
made by its representatives before the 48th session of
the UN Human Rights Commission in Geneva in
February 1992.

For example, no steps have been taken towards the
establishment of a Human Rights Commission;

has the Special Rapporteur on Summary and Arbitr’
Executions visited Sri Lanka.

It, therefore, becomes more imperative that the human
rights situation in Sri Lanka continues to receive
concentrated and keen attention in the forthcoming
months.

Itisin this context, then, thatall those concerned about
the humanrights situation in Sri Lanka should consider
the strategy to be followed in the forthcoming year in
order to bring about a genuine improvement in the
conditions prevailing within the country so that
democratic processes could be nurtured and the human
rights and freedom enshrined in the Sri Lankan
Constitution become truly viable for each and every
Sri Lankan.
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1992 Situation in Brief

The year 1992 has passed, keeping us full of marvelous
memories and graces in our day-to-day life. Among
major human rights incidents occurring this year are:

1. Logong massacre on 10 April in Khagrachari Hill
District (550 houses burmed, hundreds claimed by

the tribal to have been killed).

2. Rangamati atrocity on 30 March (four people
killed and about a hundred houses burmed to
ashes).

3. Kawkhali Buddhist Temple attacked on 20 May
and one monk injured.

4. On 21 June another attack on the tribal people in
Rangamati by the Bengali settlers, their houses
burned and thousands of tribal rendered homeless.

5. On 12 November another attack on the tribal
when they were going to attend a meeting in
Dighinala (one was killed and 35 injured, eight of
the seriously).

Hundreds of tribal men have been detained and kept
ind bars for some years. Many have been tortured
f;rherely by the anny. Many have been put in jail on
false charges against them for alleged anti-government
activities and creating agitation.
The government, on the other hand, expressed good
will to solve the long-standing problems in the
Chittagong Hill Tracts. The government appointed a
one-judge committee after the Logang massacre, which
submitted its reporton 20 August, which was published
in the press on 8 October. This can be called an
eyewash 20-page report. Despite various questions,
objections and comments from various sources the
government is silent about the acceptability of the
report.

On 10 September the Shanti Bahini (guerilla fighters)
unanimously called for a 3-month cease-fire in the Hill
Districts, which they extended until 31 December.

On 10 August a 9-member parliamentary committee
was appointed by the government to initiate peace
talks with the Shanti Bahini and suggest
recommendations to the government for a peaceful
solution of the problems. On 5 November the first
“peace talk” was held, but follow-up talk is yet to be
decided.

The other major incident was an attack by police on
several journalists on 21 June. The report of the
investigation committee made by the government has
been published but without disclosing the mainagitator.

[By Rosaline Costa, Justice & Peace Commission)].

Present Situation

Responding tothe changing time, the people in various
countries living under the dictatorial regimes started
striving for greater freedom in their homeland.
Eventually, the struggle for democracy and human
rights became the order of the day. In mid-1980s when
the waves of democracy and human rights started
rolling from country to country and nation to nation,
many dictators and autocrats were forced torelinquish
their power and submit to the will of the people.
Gradually, as the dictators in different parts of the
world started meeting their downfall, the needles of
insecurity began toprick the hearts of elite in Thimphu,
Bhutan. Due to the sheer greed for power and the
luxury embedded in it, these elites started to storm
their brains to bring forth ideas to safeguard their
feudalistic system of government.

Ultimately, the Royal Government of Bhutan came
out with the strategy of Divide and Rule, whereafter
they started planting fear psychosis and fanning distrust
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amongst the diverse ethnic groups in Bhutan. Their
plan of action consisted mainly of two elements: (1)
nationality issue and (2) one people, one national

policy.

As the pulse of hope of reconciliation started dying
down, the victims of violation of human rights
~ eventually lost faith in the royal government of Bhutan.
During mid-September 1990, peaceful rallies were
organized along the whole southern belt, which
unfortunately ended up in police and army firings and
tragic death of a few freedom fighters. Thereafter, for
the Royal Government, arbitrary arrest, torture, rape,
demolition of houses, arson, plundering of public
properties, economic blockade, and confiscation of
Citizenship Cards became the order of the day.

Till to date, under different pretexts, the Royal
Government of Bhutan continues to evict Southern
Bhutanese from their homeland. At present, the
population figure has crossed 100,000. They are
sheltered in the 6 refugee camps in eastern Nepal.

Location No of Refugee
Jhapa District
Timai 7,900
Goldhap 13,400
Beldangi I 14,500
Beldangi II 21,000
Beldangi IT Extension 9,600
Morang District
Pathri 16,500
Outside Refugee Camps
In Nepal 10,000
In India 20,000
Government Stand

The Citizenship Act of 1985 came into force on June
10, 1985. In the very first month of 1988, the
government ordered the Registration Department to

undertake a very strict census exercise, specifically in
the South. To begin with the census team prepared
different types of Form. Unlike the past years, the
census team in 1988 acted differently and very rude.
They started making unusual demand, such as the
evidence of residence, the tax receipt of 1958 and
categorizing people accordingly. In many instances,
when the people were not able to produce the evidence
of residence, the census team started confiscating
citizenship identity cards that were issued in 1985 by
the government.

Till now the Royal Government of Bhutan has not
changed its stand on the nationality issue. Adhering to

the citizenship act of 1985, where the cut-off year wzb

keptas 1958, the Royal Government continues to evi
people who cannot produce the “evidence of residence”,
i.e. the tax receipt of 1958.

During the second half of 1988, the governmentbusied
itself in materializing its racist policy — the policy of
“one people one nation”. Effecting this policy, the
governmentbanned “cultural pluralism” and rigorously
imposed the dress, language, culture, tradition and
religion of the ruling community — the Drukpas.

The Royal Government of Bhutan continues to impose
fine and imprison the people who violate dress
regulation. As per the Home Minister’s directives sent
to all the districts in 1991, the district officers continue
to dictate and ensure the adherence to the codes of
Driglam Namza by one and all.

During the 71st session of the National Assembly

Foreign Minister Dawa Tshering informed (R -

Assembly that the United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees had said that Bhutan should be prepared
to take back genuine Bhutanese nationals who had left
the country. To this, all the assembly members,
expressing their views, opposed the repatriation of any
Bhutanese refugees from Nepal. Assuring the members,
His Majesty said that, in case UN or other international
organizations urge Bhutan to take back the Bhutanese
refugees, no decision on the matter would be taken
without first consulting the National Assembly.
However the final decision of the National Assembly
was opposed to the repatriation of the Bhutanese
refugees from Nepal.

b - - " -~~~
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A joint delegation of human rights organizations
(INSEC, INHURED, HURON, FOPHUR, CVICT
and Bhutan Support Group) called on Prime Minister
Girija P. Koirala and urged him to present before the
current 49th session of the United Nations Human
Rights Commission the problems of Bhutanese
refugees and related matters along with the point of
view of HMG.

The Prime Minister expressing his support for the
delegation’s stand said he would take the matter up
with the King of Bhutan at the forthcoming SAARC
Summit. If there was no conclusive outcome there, he
uld hold talks with the Indian Prime Minister, and
it that too led to no solution then HMG would definitely
take the problem to the United Nations, he added.

The delegation also urged HMG to ratify the Geneva
conventions pertaining to international law on human
rights and their optional protocols as well as
international documents concerning refugees.

ICRC Visits Bl

The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)
has made its first visit to prisons in the Himalayan
Kingdom of Bhutan and met political detainees, it is
leamnt according to a newspaper report.

David Delapraz of ICRC said that 188 people accused

of “anti-national” activities are currently held in the

central prison in Thimphu and anew prisonatChamgan,
km south of the capital.

lapraz said the ICRC delegation which toured the
prisons last month was allowed to carry out their visits
“in normal conditions”. He said they were allowed to
talk to any prisoner they wanted to in private and note
names.

Kashmir: The Sopore Massacre
Introduction

The town of Sopore is not too well known outside the
Kashmir valley. Not having been on the tourist map, it

is a ramshackle collection of buildings of brick and
mortar that you drive through in a hurry. 50km of what
passes off as a road from the state capital, Srinagar, its
only claim to fame is that it is the apple capital of
Kashmir. In the past, along with the tourist trade, it was
the apple trade that was the mainstay of the valley’s
economy. Situated north-west of Srinagar, it has
become the second most densely populated town in the
valley. The 1981 census reveals that Sopore town’s
population was: Males-17,918; Females-15,666. It is
presently understood to be a little over 70,000.

The present incident is the second major incident
within a year involving arson, vandalism and
indiscriminate killings by the Border Security Force
(BSF) in Sopore. On the 13 April 1992, 13 people had
been shot dead by the BSF. There had been an incident
that morning at approximately 7 am where BSFjawans
(soldiers) were shot at by armed opposition members,
a little after noon that day, BSF vehicles entered the
town and started firing indiscriminately.

The massacre of innocent townsfolk on the 6 January
1993 by the 94th battalion of the BSF was unwarranted,
excessive and clearly one more pointer that para-
military forces operating in the Kashmir valley view
the civilian population as the enemy and by implication
fair target. It also focusses attention to the poorly
trained and badly officered para-military forces in the
country.

The Political Fall

The latest massacre in Sopore on January 6, 1993 has
putpause at least for a while to any efforts atattempting
to take the first incipient steps to open a political
dialogue with those exposing the cause of Kashmiri
self-determination. It was obvious that the Indian
counter insurgency experts led by the Governor of
Kashmir, Mr G.C. Saxena, were engaged in making
careful and well-planned efforts to cobble together the
semblance of democratic functioning, meant to ally
international concems.

An important component of any counter insurgency
strategy is the strangulation of the economic bases of
the community that support the insurgency. Contrary
topopular belief, it has not been tourism but agriculre
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state, then one sees that the reduction of the numbers
of ‘disappearance’ is directly linked to a reduction in
the intensity of an open and militarized conflict in a
particular geographic area, and not so much due to any
conscious effort on the part of state authorities to do
away with the mechanisms that permit ‘disappearances’
to occur.

Violations of the rights of persons taken into custody
and detained under the Prevention of Terrorism Act
and the Emergency Regulations have continued; in
1992, detainees continued to file cases before the
Supreme Court alleging illegal detention and torture.

&w intimidation and harassment of members and
C

tivists of opposition political parties as well as
attacks on journalists, media personnel, printers,
printing presses and newspaper distributors have served
as major constraints on the freedom of opinion and
expression which are cornerstones of democratic praxis
in any country.

Attempts by groups of workers, both in the state as
well as in the private sector, to agilate for their rights,
for higher wages and other benefits, have been
suppressed by use of force and by legislation hastily
promulgated under cover of emergency.

In general, the continuation of the state of emergency
in effect renders the parliamem, which is the elected
body of representatives of the people, an ineffectual
institution; thus, major legislation may be enacted

. without any debate or discussion. In the same way, the
a &vention of Terrorism Act (PTA), which takes away

ic rights of persons taken into custody continues to
be a valid piece of legislation.

In the circumstances, space continue to be available
not only for arbitrary arrest and detention and abuse of
detainees but also for the creation of a general
atmosphereof intimidation and terror in which speaking
up for one’s rights may well be fatal.

The Ethnic Confli
The on-going war in the north-east and the heightening

of tensions between the different communities living
in the country continue to the cause of violations of a

large number of democratic rights not only of citizens
in the parts of the country directly affected by the war
but also of citizens living throughout the island.

The situation of persons who have been internally
displaced as aresultof the ethnic conflict, as well as the
situation of those who are living outside Sri Lanka as
‘refugees’ also presents a set of complex problems
related to human rights.

The repatriation of Sri Lanka Tamil refugees from
South India in 1992 has added yet another dimension
to this problem.

Non-state groups, especially those involved in active
and military confrontation with the state, continue to
violate the rights of the people, resorting to threats,
physical violence and murder for their own political
ends.

It is more clear now that ever before that a lasting and
peaceful solution to the ethnic conflict is an absolute
pre-requisite for the creation of a climate within which
respect for human rights can be affirmed. However,
although there were many motions of reaching out for
a resumption of negotiations at different points
throughout the year 1992, by December, those who
advocatedahard military approach to the ethnic conflict
seemed once more to have gained ascendance within
the government as well as outside it, the Sri Lankans
were left with litde hope for a peaceful solution to the
conflict in the coming year.

Militarisati 1 Viol

The continuing conflict has also led to the rapid
militarisation of Sri Lankan society, with the inevitable
consequences of growing crime and violence in all
sectors of society; the steep rise of violence against
women is of particular concern in this regard.

~ The state distributed arms to politicians for use in self-

defense in the year 1988-89; in more recent years,
repeated appeals for the return of these weapons have
fallen on deaf ears. Itis difficult to estinate the number
of weapons in the hands of unauthorized persons; what
is certain is that the existence of such a situation is also
conducive to violence and to the violation of human :
rights.










Trafficked women
Badeni

Bonded women
Political Victims
Jari .
Family violence *
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Besides them NGOs, INGOs, social activists and press
people were present. Altogether the participants were
more than 42. The victims were taken for an exposure
" trip on 13 Feb. to the landless evacuated village,
Kanara in Bardiya district: Kanara, the village of
bonded labour is situated 20m away from the river
bank. The victimized women of other sectors shared
their stories with them. Three woinen came from
Kanara to Victims’ Forum representing Bonded Labour
issue. In the evening they were shown social films.
Our aim is to make them more expressive and friendly.
On 14 Feb. the formal program was started. After
introduction of participants, viz around 30 the program
proceeded for case studies. Each victimized women
told her story and observers tried to pull out of them.
The victims were crying while telling their stories. The
environment in the program hall was sad and pathetic.
The victims said “we are asked to share our sorrows for
the first time”. After each case study other participants
were allowed to express their views and reaction.

On the third day, 15 February the four groups were
formed. Before the Group discussion the Director of
. Worinen Training Center and an active women activist
took half an hour class on women and Development.
The groups were:

1. Group First

a. Political Victims
b. Family violence

2. Group Second

a. Carpet weavers
b. “Jan

2. Group Third

a. Bonded Women
b.  Cement Factory Area Residents

4. Group Fourth

a. Trafficked Women
b. Badeni

In each group the victims of related issues, a monitor,
a reporter and some observers were together. The
Group monitor and a reporter were motivated to find
out from the victims:

- Their attitude towards their victimized position.

- The kind of program they want.
- Programbothin long and short-term perspectives

- The further need of this kind of Forum.

On the second half of the day the findings of the group
discussions were presented. After brief description of

the program and its flow the reports were presented by

the monitors. They pointed out income generating and
awareness raising programs as long-term programs

and immediate relief for Badenis and Family violence
victims. Some participating NGOs expressed their
commitment and enthusiasm to work on specificissues.
Sushil Pyakurel, Coordinator, shed light on Victims’
Forum and stated that INSEC would organize ameeting

of the participating NGOs in Kathmandu for detailed
discussion of the action program. The need of this kind

of Forum was strongly expressed by victims and other
participants. The last part of the day was allotted to
press people and other late arrival to talk with victims g

personally. ‘ -
L]

The Victims’ Forum is the beginning to listen to the
stories of the forgotten. All victimized women present
on the Forum are part of the organized exploitation by
the society but are discussed less. A trafficked girl or
aBonded women; why they are to suffer for the benefit
of few. Why does no-body speak about their basic
right to life?

* under family violence a girl of 20 years participated.
Her husband has cut both of her hands (below wrist).
She has a two-year old daughter.
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