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RESEARCHERS 

ACADEMICS 

ACTIVISTS 

Udil JrJS[C clibrar~ lo have accedd lo 
Human Righs Resources 

ana Information 
Books on Human Rights Including : 

~ Children, Child Rights 
~ Women, Women's Rights 
~ Conflict & Peace Studies 
~ Economics 
~ Social Sciences 
~ Media Studies 
~ Law, Rights, & Politics 
~ News clippings 
~ Reports 
~ . Photographs 
~ Video footages 

~ Photocopy 
~ Internet Access 
~ Computerised Catalogue 

INlifJl'll llCC»INJ!i4ll li4llNI[~ lllNJu[~lNJ!i4llr~OlNJ!i4ll INllEW JlllC:uf['.,~j) ~[N][bi 
JO~l~lNla'lllLJJ OlNJ !HJ~MJ'UlNl ~~CQJ!HJu JJ 

• nformal Sector Service Centre (INSEC) 
Syuchatar, Kalank:i, P. 0 . Box : 2726, Kathmandu, Nepal 

, Tel : 977-01-4278770, Fax : 977-01-4270551 
Email : insec@insec.org.np 

Web-site : www.inseconline.org 
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~. ~ lfl"q'fITISfl ~ * ~ ? 
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qf{ql{l"il ~ ~ +mpW!T 

llBCf'T qR ~ 1H ~ 04 ful&i I{ 

~ 'IWl1+!T ~ ~ "{ ~en1 
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B~~~1~arq 
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qfu-q11Cfil ~ ~ arfuif>l{+).,l!fl ~ 

H . 'Mother Tongue: In the Census of India, 1991 as in earlier censuses, a question was asked on the mother tongue of the individual. Mother tongue was 
defined as "the language spoken in childhood by the person's mother to the person. If the mother died in infancy, the language mainly spoken in the person's 
home in childhood will be the mother tongue. In the. case of infants and deaf mutes the language usually spoken by the mother should be recorded. In case 
of doubt, the language mainly spoken in the household may be recorded". - Office of the Registrar General, India, Last updated on 16th August 2002 

ll. e Mulama Joyce, 'Kenya : Mother Tongue Education Both Effective and Elusive' writes as 
Studies conducted by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) have also shown that children who 
receive basic education in their own language perform better than those only educated in English. 
"Leaming in the mother tongue has cognitive and emotional value. Minority pupils feel more respected when it is used," says Dutcher. 

EDUCATION: The mother-tongue dilemma in <http://portaLunesco.org/education> mentions as 
Many studies have shown children do better if they get a basic education in their own language. This is important because about 476 million of the world's 
illiterate people speak minority languages and live in countries where children are mostly not taught in their mother tongue. 
In New Zealand, a recent study showed that Maori children who received basic education in their own language performed better than those educated in 
English only, notes Don Long, who produces books and teaching materials in the country's minority languages. 
Mother tongue education and multilingualism are increasingly accepted around the world and speaking one's own language is more and more a right. 
lntemational Mother Language Day, proclaimed in 1999 by UNESCO and marked on 21 February each year, is one example. Encouraging education in 
the mother tongue, alongside bilingual or multilingual education, is one of the principles set out by UNESCO in a new position paper. 
On top of this, languages are now regarded as an integral part of a people's identity, as shown in the UNESCO Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity 
(200 I), which recognizes the importance of languages in promoting cultural diversity. 
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L . [n Nepal language can also be classified as 'endangered languages', 'moribund languages' and 'killer language' on the basis of their status. Languages such 

as Kusunda and Koyu are moribund as they are hardly used. Puma and Dhimal are endangered because children no longer learn them, and Nepali is the 

'killer' because it is replacing all othe languages being spoken in the country. 
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q~ . ~ ~ 1ftq;r ~ (a) Convention on the Rights of Child (Articles-30) - 'Right to use his or her own language', 
(b) International Convenat on Civil and Political Rights (Article-27) - 'Right to use their own language', (c) Declaration 
on the Rights of the Person belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistics Minorities (Articles 1) - 'States 
shall protect & promote linguistics identity and right to enjoy', (d) Universal Declaration of Human Right (Article-2) 
1948- 'Right and freedom without any discrimination' and (e) International Convenat on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights (Article-2.2) - 'Right guaranteed without any discrimination.' 
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