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Badi pcople say that they originate form Salyan, Phalawang, their ancestral
place. They say earlier, they used to dance and sing in the palaces of Salyanking.
They used to make living through the Bakshish (Gift given for pleasing with the
performances) . As the local kingship was eradicated the Badi families spread to
different parts of the country. It is presently estimated that there are more than
200,000 Badis specially concentrating on Banke, Bardiya, Dang, Kailali, Surkhet
and Rukum.

Badi women eventually turned to the prostituion when they started giving
birth to children of unknown fathers. Their profession was otherwise confined
to give dancing and singing performances. Badis in other parts of the country are
not in such professsion. Gangangunj with the Badi population has been a
synonymous to prostitution. Itis totally unfair. The authorities should rehabilitate
the women who once were dancer or singers and complelled to be prostitutes by
the society.

Before unification of Nepal, Doti was ruled by a powerful king Nagimalla.
In a part of his kingdom, now known as Dadeldhura, there used to be a god
Vageswore. When the king started insulting the god, there was catastrope in the
area. The legend is that Nagimalla then started deputing girls at the service of the
god. This started the ill radition of Dewaki system. These days some of the
districtin far western Nepal has a tradition of offering girls at the service of god.
They dosoinorder to please the god expecting a favour to fulfill their wishes. The
girls so offered are either the offerers own daughter or the one purchased from
others. She should be below ten years and once offered she cannot marry. The
Dewaki are sexually exploited that they are equivalent to prostitutes. Devaki
usually are from the Nayak, Negi, Rawat, Dhami or Devakas tribes. Such girls
so offered are 6 to 9 years old. The girls to be offered to the god are usually bought
from Mellauli VDC of Baitadi district for Rs. 10000 or more. Majority come to
know about them being sold or offered to the god only after they are grown up.

Another tradition that contributes to victimise women is the Jari system.
Under this system, when engaged for marriage or married women elopes to
second man, the pair have to pay compenstion to the former husband or finance.
The amount of Jari is fixed by the former husband. All the jewelleries and
clothings belonging to her should also be retusfied to the first husband. In
Chandranath VDC of Jumla district, a farmer when married a women who was
married too but already discarded by a police Hawaldhar, had to pay twenty two
thousands rupees. Jari system, even today, is deeply rooted in the society of
Jumla district . There are sporadic Jari cases in other parts of the districts as well.

Growing industry and urbanization is also becoming cause of women
sufferings. A cement factory established in Chovar in 1974 has adversely
affected the local evironment. All the residents are suffering from the pollution.
Some 100 families have been the acute sufferers, the intensity of female
sufferings is more than of their male counterparts.
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factories and political victims in the vicinity of kathmandu. Then on November
S, 1992 we started to Laimna village of Nuwakot district to collect personal casc
of arape victim. Her story was published in some newspapers and Kabita had
contacted her when the vicim had come to Kathmandu.

The next morning we started for Shikharbesi, Samundratar  with Ram
Sharan Pyakurel, INSEC’s volunteer of Nuwakot district. There we had to
contact women who had returned from Boinbay. They were cheated and
trafficked to India for prostitution. They were hesitant to tatk with us suspecting
that we were government's people. Through local help we were successful to
contact number of India returnees. We spend five days with them in the village.

By then we had already decided on the venue and date for the porgramme.
After completing the study on the trafficked women’s issue, we had to cover the
study on victims of Devaki system, Badi community, victims of family violence
and bonded women. But Kabita, after the Nuwakot visit, could not spare time to
continue with as she had to get involved in her study.

During the later part of preparation, Hadewych Van Keinpen, a Dutch
student involved herself and contribuied actively in the preparation. Kempen and
myself visited western Nepal on 24 November 1992 for study. INSEC had its
network in the area which made our task easier. We could reach to the real victims
with the assitance of INSEC volunteers and other active members. Visit to
victims of Devaki system was rather noteasy as in the case of bonded labour and
Badi women. Our study visitcoincided with the training programine for INSEC's
district volunteers. We reached Mahendranagar of Kanchanpur district via
Kailali. There we contacted bonded labour women during our three days stay.
Kedar Chandra Bhatta, INSEC volunteer for Baitadi district promised us to take
us among Dewakis of Mellauli VDC. Kedar, Hadewych, Dasarath Budathoki
(INSEC voluntecr for Far Western Region) and myself started to Baitadi. The
years old bus, which frequently break, took us stowly along the dusty road and
finally we reached Patan, aplace near Baitadi. Upon our enquiry we were told that
to walk from Patan to Mellauli is the swiftest way.

On 3 December 1992 we came to a retail shop belonging to Krishna Sing
Nayak which was in the Mellauli VDC. A small gathering already sprout to see
a foreigner together with other three of us.

Even though we were tired, we started to talk on Dewakis. The youths
gathered there were not willing to talk about the Dewaki sysiem. But it became
clear to us that the system is still thriving.

Next day we had the programme tomeet Dewakis personally. But it became
very difficult to do as we had planned. The Dewakis were already bored and
vexed by the visits from outsiders and were not willing to co-operate fully. We
spend our time before the Mellaluli temple (where Dewakis are offered) on
discussing on the issue. It took half of the day to convince the local people to share




their stories. Till the evening we could talk with three Dewakis personally. Local
dialect, although Nepali was not easily understandable. The Dewakis did not like
to reveal whole of their story. They asked us not to publish their names and
discriptions. The same evening a Dewaki contacted us to tell the story of her
sufferings. The males, using their dialect were insisting her not to divulge her
story. Still she had continued. It became easier from the day after.

Thus with some fear and some difficulties we prepared for the programme.
We tried to include cases of maximum number of women in our study. Among
them few women who were able to express their cases better were selected. We
had selected women of different age, with different family backgrounds and
various educational levels. It was done in order to enable them to put across their
own cases in their own way. We were to some extent successful too.

We used to show the ways and means to those women who were interested
and able to attend the programme. We visited soine places again. For far off and
remote places we used other means of contact. In many places we could contact
the women through INSEC networks. Some victim women were fetched to the
forumn in Nepalgunj by INSEC volunteers themselves.

We had planned to bring two women victims from each issue, representing
victims of social, cultural, economic, environmental and family violence. These
are the areas from where women are victimized in an organized way.

“Victim Wornen’s Forum” has thus been organized. Preparation, in this
sense is successtul. But the forum organized in Nepalgunj itself is a preparation
forabroader compaign. We have still a lot to do to relieve the sufferings of victim
women. Our preparation must go on.

Meena Sharma
Women's Section, INSEC




INITIAL CONCEPT OF VICTIM FORUM

Victim’s Forum for women is set up for victimized women of our society.
‘The basic concept of this is provided by Prakash Kaphley. As he is not with us,
we are organizing the programme on his honor. The programme will keep
rotating among SAARC countries. So, in our next turn we may come out with
victimized cases from other sectors as well.

The basic concept of the programme is 10 make a platform for the
victimized women. It should be such a platform which gives equal opportunitics
to victimized women of every cast, creed and sector to speak out their untold
suffering and problems. In other words the object is to motivate them to realise
their position of being oppressed and dominated. It is an Universal truth that
change or justice won’t come till the victims realise their position and struggle
for it. [t is also important that the basic concept of their needs, as can be fulfilled
by the NGO movement, should come from victims themselves. . A “viclimized
woman’” is a vague idea. Women in our society are the victims of ¢verything. So,
to be specific we have invited women of the mentioned sectors below on the
platform to speak out. They are:

(1) Victims of Tradition:
- Jan
- Badeni
- Dewaki
- Kumari

(2) Victims of Social Injustice:
- Bonded Women

(3) Victims of Economic Deprivation and Urbanization:
- Prostitutes\Aids patients
- Carpet weavers

(4) Victims of DevelopmentalEnviromental Degradation:
- Women in Cement factories

Above mentioned women live in different parts of the country. But we did
visit each arca and talked with women and with local people.

We are also hopeful that the Victim’s Forum will bring out unnoticed cases
of victimization of women. People from different sectors, i.e., NGOs and Press
are participating in the workshop. The issues will get wider publicity and
concrele programmes in order to overcome women suffering may be launched.













Lastly, Meena Sharma threw light on the ditticulties faced while organizing
the forum. She thanked all attending participants, representatives and observers.

Participating representatives together with interested participant victims,
discussed on the topics and contents tor the succeceding sessions. The remaining
sessions was conducted according the modality determined by the forum.

FIRST DAY

SECOND SESSION:

During the second session victim women presented their personal cases of
victimization.

1. Political Victims:

a) Name - livan Ghimire
Age : 40 years
Address : Dhumbarai, kathmandu, ph no. 221620

Representing issue :  Political victim

" Political parties have not given any responsible posi-
tion to the females compared to that given to the males."

[ am representing those Panchayat victims who have lost their husband or
otherrelatives and also of other woman political sufferers. 1 am hereby describing
the story of our sufferings. [ am telling how the present government or political
parties have been assisting or honouring for the sacrifice they had made.

From the days as carly as 1951, women participated in and contributed 1o
the political movement. They participated in the secret meetings and protest
rallies. Also the female are those who release males from the houschold
responsibilities and encourage their participation in the political movement. The
women thus, have lost their husband and other dear ones. Is not it a sacrifice? But
the women do not getjustice for their contribution. Males have always dominated
the political parties and government. Political partics have not given any
responsible position to the females compared to that given to the males.

Hundreds of cadres of the political party which is now in power had fought
the struggle for democracy. Devi Prasad is one of such martyr. He was killed by
military in 1962. He was arrested when his co-worker deserted and reported him
to the police. At the time he was in cxile to Acham (Nepal) when the political
parties were banned in 1961, 1le was killed brutally. A hot tripod stand was

Victim Women's Forum/4






martyrs have not received any concrete assistance. The govemment and opposi-
tion have chosen to keep mum.

Last year, Forum for Protection of Human Rights approached our locality
to prepare a report of the people who were killed or were missing in the struggle
for democracy since 1951. I assisted the search in my area. Facts were available
only on 2-4 persons. As far as  know, there were many people from our area who
struggled against Panchayat rule. But now where are their families gone? If such
search has been continued and their stories publicized well, then the facts on
martyrs could have come forward.

We are remembered in public meetings, processions as members of martyr
family. Practically we don’t receive any assistance. |.ast year I was hospitalized
in Kathmandu for surgery but failed to receive any support. But I have heard that
there is fund available to support martyr’s family on medicines. My daughter is
a T.B. patient. | am receiving assistance from nowhere.

1 am not standing here only as a wife of a martyr. I also have fought for the
rights of the women and for the welfare of the country. I am sorry to note that our
contribution is not evaluated anywhére. Even the party we have been affiliated
has failed to do so. Women are brought forward during struggle or in adverse
situations. But when the question of national leadership or that of party position
comes they are simply ignored. In the public forum. the leaders speak on the
exploitation of women and also promise to recognize their due place. In practice
it is not done so. When women are not given a responsible role, women’s
liberation becomes a far-cry and cquality of womnen is remote.

b) Name :  Bishnu Poudyal
Age : 35 years
Address : Dharmna VDC, ward no. 3, Sisaipur, Dang

Representing issue:  Political victim

"Thepolitical party under which my husband
sacrificed his life, also has not cared"

Afier the advent of multiparty system | got released from service. The
problem of our children are same. I am being invited to speak on public meetings.
But our main problem of poverty is unaddressed.

I do farming in a piece of unregistered hilly land. I can grow barely enough
to feed my four children. They have yet to receive education. [ have received Rs.
5000.00($ 100) from out of the amount setaside for political victims and martyr’s
family. Nothing else have been received.

There are many things to be done for us. Nobody has paid attention to our
problems. I am facing problem in educating children. The political party under
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‘The spread of air poltution extends to other neighboring village as well. Our
houses are dusty. We are compelled to clean the rooms six or seven times a day
which otherwise needed single cleaning.

‘The stone crusher and filtering sicve is placed ina higher place. Most ofthe
time the machine is in operation. The dust goes in the air indiscriminately. It
causes reduced visibility. The dust deposit do not let the vegetable grow. The
catlde do not get the grass. The daily blasting has damaged walls of many houses.
People are residing in their torn houses with anxiety and fear. The factories
causes vibration in the surrounding arca.

Crops do not come up. The shoot can not come up due to dust particles. In
the rainy days of Ashad-Shrawan (July) only some vegetable can be grown. In
the beginning of the rainy season the land form a kind of hard crust because of
the cement dust and water.

We have got cement factory but not a healih post. The factory health post
15 available only for factory workers. 'The local spring water has run dry for past
three years. The other three or four sources of water have also dried up. The
factory is indifferent (o these situations. From the past few months the factory is
distributing water pumped from the stream. The distribution is limited (o the
factory buildings. The excretions and dusts goes to the same stream. The water
i distributed without any treatment. We oultsiders receive the water only when
the factory people are in good mood.

Meena Shanna narrated the backeround of the subject. She said, “The
cenent fuctory is setup in Chovar, avillage Southof katlvnandhe city. The fuctory
way established in 1966 under German collaboration has later on expanded its
capaciry. There are two operating fuctories, wo stone crushing units are being
appended 1o increase the factory capacity. The concerned authorities neither
have paid attention to the environment degradation in the area nor listened to the
delegationofthevillagers against the fuctory. Nothing has been done to preserve
the water spring and to decrease or prevent the ill effects «® the dust pollution.
Two mothers, who had been residing in the serene lund which later on was
invaded by the factory have come to this foruni 1o share experiences with us.”

3. Women Bonded Labour:

a) Name . Jugri Tharu
Age 30 years
Address o Kanara, ward no. 1, Kanara, Bardiya, Nepal
Representing issne - Bonded cum fandless fabour
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In the meantime Mr. Govinda Shrestha a representative form Creating
Awareness for Social Transfer (CAST) said “the homeless people taking shelter
inthe Kanara bank has been driven away for three times bv the government. Once
driven away they have again come back to reclaim the shelter. Some big
personalities or leaders are involved in settling them in the Kanara bank. Some
leaders have even received money with the assurance to deliver them land. But
the innocent bonded tabour are in grave difficulties.

Mr. Sushil Pyakurel, programme co-ordinator expressed his views that
each person should have opportunity to live a human life. He said “everyone has
an urge to live a better life. Some miscreants have cheated the innocent people
of the Kanara and designated their territories within 20 meters from the river.
Why the innocent people suffer like this when the country is ruled by a popular
government? Why the shelter of the poor is to be flooded in the monsoon rain?
Why the government does not care to investigate and punish the culprit and
rehabilitate the homeless? These innocent people can caste ballot to elect their
representatives. But where is their right to basic life? Mr. Pvakurel further
clarified the expectation of the sponsor that the real need of assistance should be
identified by the victim themselves “.

b) Name : Gongi Tharu
Age 1 45 years
Address : Kanara, ward no. 1, Kanara, Bardiya, Nepal

Representing issu¢ :  Bonded cum landless labour

"They are doing this because I am poor and illiterate"

My sons are still working to pay back the saunki. We cann’tdream of having
things we want. Our desire to buy something is never fulfilled. My husband was
beaten to death in connection with Kanara evacuation. There is nobody to share
my gricf. Often my master stinks tome “you can’t flee withoutsettling for saunki.
Where should 1 flee?”

We made our own land here in our free time. We wanted to have something
of our own. After a hard labour we prepared the land for cultivation. Some
mustard were cultivated. One day cattles owned by some other people entered in
our field. My husband went todrive the catde away. The forest guard hithim with
a stick on his back. His back got fracture. We carried him to the hospital the very
next day he expired. 1 came to know that the back was not only factured but
scverely injured which caused his death. Inspite of our poverty we were together
toshare it. My son and daughter-in-law used to work elsewhere. But my husband
was murdered. 1 want justice!

The villagers had reported of the incident to the police. Till now neither
police has come for mvestigation nor me or others are summoned to the court.
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I have not sufficient means to feed and educate my daughter. My medical
expenses 18 becoming unbearable. My father contributed twelve thousands
rupces wheres 1 have borrowed twenty thousand rupees. My husband used to get
drunk and gamble form carlier days. He used to enjoy with another wonen in my
presenee. He used to insult me in presence of his friends. | was against all this .
‘That is why he had left me back in the village.

I have not received any share of property {rom my husband. That event took
place last year. My husband is sentenced to prison for attcinpted murder for cight
years. | am now with my parents. I may get shelter till my parents are alive. After
them, 1 don’t know what will happen to me!

5. Trafficked Women and Aids Victims:

a)  Name : Sanu Kanchi Tamang
Age 18 years
Address : Dhobi khola, ward no. 8, Dist. Nuwakot, Nepal

Representing issue - Trafficked to India for prostitution

"Probably, he might have sold me by
then and was trying to escape from me"

1 am from Dhobikhola of Nuwakot district (North-Last of Kathamndu). [
was cheated and sold for tlesh trade in Bombay. We were two girls being taken
to a Jatra (festive gathering, common in villages). Many days passed the place
did not come. Instead we arrived to a big city. [ could gucess that it was probably
Tala (down connotes to the Bombay brothels). Probably, he might have sold me
by then and was trying to escape from me.

[ went on following him for sometime but h¢ was successful to flee. 1 was
only ten years, so 1 began to be frightened of the place.

He left me in a house. After seven days in that house the owner asked me
to come with him to a temple. I don’t remember the place but on the way we went
in a park for a while. The police came towards me, may be he suspected
something and enquired about me. I told him in my native language that [ am
brought to rear. IHe took me to the police station. After five days I was sent back
to Nepal.

b) Name : Kamala Thapa
Age o 29 years
Address : Samundratar, ward no. 8, Dist. Nuwakot, Nepal

Representing issue:  Trafficked to India for prostitution
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1 knew that I was sold for Rs. 10,000.00. The sister (woman) paid Rs.
15000.00 as compensation to the place where 1 worked. 1 started working in her
house. After about 21 months I came back to my village with small saving.

After coming ininy village I established a sinali retail shop. A man arrived
in a ocal health post. We came closer and got married. within a few months he
got transferred to some other place. These days I amn alone in the village. I am
trained by health post as maternity and child care volunteer. [ am working there.

From our village alone nine/ten women are in Bombay. Villagers look
down upon returnces from *“‘Tala” with hate. Some men are prepared to marry
those who have brought sufficient money with them. The rest of the girls pass
their life alone.

6. Jari System Victim:

Name : Bishnu Maya Khatri
Age 1 28 years
Address :  Chunnath VDC, Ward No. 9, Malibir village,

Dist. Jumla, Nepal
Representing issue :  Jari System Victim

"The ex-husband used to say that he own a
horse in hill, that will bring a good sum."

My new husband has paid a sum of 22 thousands to my ex-husband. I am
a resident of Malibir village, ward no.9, Jumla. My cx-husband had a second
marriage some 13 years ago. I had stayed with him for one year then he had his
second marriage. Then a situation developed where I could not pull together with
him. I demanded my share of property to live separate. But my ex-husband beat
e, looted my jewelleries and ousted me from the house. I went to my parents,
stayed with them. I had a son with me. Brothers were still young. As the tine
passed by my mother died. [ used to take care of my brothers and my son. Brothers
grew up and got married . My stay with them began to be difticult. I made attempt
tosecure legal share inmy husband’s property. He denied to give my share. When
all the doors were closed, I got married to a neighbor in last April.

My ex-husband was a police Hawaldhr. He was then posted to Dhangadhi.
After hearing of my marriage he came to the village and dcmanded Jari from my
new husband.
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its co-operation. As there are representative from NGOs and Donor agencies, we
can discuss the needs of the victims with them and design the programme”.
IFour groups were formed -

FIRST GROUP

Political or Movement and Family violence victims:
a) Jivan Ghimire

b) Bishnu Paudyal

¢)  Sita Devi Lamichane

SECOND GROUP

Carpet weavers and Jari system victims:
a)  Shanti Jirel

b) MeenaK.C.

¢) Bishnu maya Khatri

THIRD GROUP

Bonded Labour and Cement Factory victims:
a) Jugri Tharu

b)  Shanta Rani

¢) Gongi Tharu

d) Ram maya Tuladhar

¢)  Saraswal Shrestha

FOURTH GROUP

Badeni and Trafficked victims:
a) Kusumi Nepalee

b) Bimala Nepalee

¢)  Sanu Kanchi Tamang

d) Kamala Thapa

SECOND DAY

SECOND SESSION:

Four groups were formed in the previous session of the day. There were
extensive discussion within the groups on the targeted arcas. The reports were
presented in the full session. Based on the report, different NGOs and observers
had their questions and ideas expressed.
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“We had gathered here with the expection of getting solution to our
problems. If nothing is done to solve our problems as a follow up, there is no real
achievement. So, as an immediate relief, some action should be taken. Such
programs and gatherings should be held in other places as well”

CARPET FACTORY AND JARI VICTIMS

Group co-ordinator - Manju Thapa
Rapporteur - Santosh Pyakurel
RECOMMENDATIONS:

The group discussed about the problems in the carpet factories and Jari
system and the kind of programs the victims feel, is needed in the respective
issues. After a long discussion among themselves the group has come with the
following recommendations.

Carpet Factories:

_ increase the remuneration presently received.

- reduce the working hours and fix the work time

- provide mask for the workers

- child care center should be established for the children of
working mothers.

- women should be granted 45 days maternity leave with salary.

- The need of creating awareness for women workers against
sexual exploitation.

- Provide job security and system of provident fund.

- Active support from organization for the above mentioned
movement.

Jari Victims:

- literary classes or awareness should be brought among the
women and local people against Jari system.

- Pamphlets, booklets, papers and magazines should carry the
message and be distributed extensively.

- existing laws against jari system should be amended.

- the tradition of child marriage, forced marriage and unmatched
marriage (as per age ditference) should be stopped.

- Jobs be generated locally to stop youth migration to India.

- Gathering for singiug, dancing at nights be stopped even by
using “‘administrative”or police force.
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- takenecessary steps o preventchimney smoke and other polluting excretion,
- give priority to the local people for employment.

- have a provision of health post to the local people

- have provision 1o irrigate the lands

- conduct health check up of all the local residents of the factory area.

On the long term they recommended the removal of tactory or the people 1o
be shifted to other places.

BADI OR BADENIAND TRAFFICKED WOMEN FOR
PROSTITUTION VICTIMS

Group co-ordinator - Shanti Chaudhary
Reporteur - Shisam Mishra

It is an acute violation of women’s right, right to their life. The group
discussed and have recommended the following actions-

RECOMENDATIONS:

Badeni Victims:

- immediately stop administrative excesscs.

- they should be ensured to live a respectful life.

- they should be provided with altermate income.

- provide land to them for housing and farming.

- provide education and vocational trainings.

- provide ecmployments to the trained.

- Awareness against prostitution among the community.

Traff icked Women for Prostitution:
involved vendor women and mcn should be penalized by socicty

- young women crossing Nepal boarder should have identity card
issued by competent authorities.

- government and non-government agencies should launch a
programnme of skill development and social awareness by
involving women returned form India

- cducation should be made compulsory for women
the victimized women should receive employment as per their
ability.
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women camne trom Kanara to Victim Forum representing Bonded Labour issuc.
In the evening they were shown social films. Our aim is to make them more
expressive and friendly. On 14 Feb. the formal programme was started. After
introduction of each participants i.e. around 30 the programme proceed for case
studies. Each victimized women told their stories and observer tried to pull out
of them. The victims were crying in telling their stories. The environment in the
programme hall was pathetic and sad. The victims said *‘we are asked to share our
sorrows for the first time”. After each case studies other participants were
-allowed to express their views and reaction.

On the third day i.e. 15th Feb. the four groups were formed. Before the
Group discussion the Director of L.ocal Development Training Center and an
active women activist took half an hour class on women and Development. The
groups were

1. Group Ist 3. Group 3rd
a) Political victims a) Bonded women
b) Cement factory area residents b) Family violence
2. Group2nd 4. Group 4th
a) Carpet weavers a) Trafficked women
b) Jari b) Badeni

Ineach group the victims of related issues, a monitor, arepporter and some
observer were together. The Group monitor and a reporter were motivated to find
out from the victims -

- Their view towards their victimized position.

- The kind of programme they wants

- Programme both in long and short term perspective
- The further need of this kind of Forum

On the second half of the day the findings of the group discussions were
presented. After brief description of the programme and its flow the report were
presented by the monitors. They have pointed out income generating and
awareness raising programme as long term programmes and immediate relief
like in Badeni and Family violence victims. Some participants NGOs expressed
their commitment and enthusiasm to work on specific issues. Sushil Pyakurel on
behalf of the Victims Forum stated that INSEC will organize a meeting of the
participants NGOs in Kathmandu for detail discussion of the action programme.
The need of this kind of Forum was strongly expressed by victims and other
participants. [he lust part of the day was given to press people and other late
arrival to talk with victims personally.
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FORUM FOR VICTIM WOMEN

Feburary 12-16, 1993 (Nepalgunj)

PROGRAMME SCHEDULE
Ist Day: - Arrival
2nd Day: -Exposure Trip
-Vedio Films
3rd Day: CASE STORY BY VICTIM WOMEN
-Carpet Weavers

-Prostitutes/Aids victims
-Bonded women
-Cement Factory

LUNCH BREAK

-Jari

-Family violence
-Badeni

-Victims of Movement
-Others

4th Day: GROUP DISCUSSION

Lst Group
a)Carpet weavers
b)Jari victims

a)Prostitutes/Aids victims
b)Badeni

a)Bonded women
b)Cement Factory

a)Family violence
b)Victims of movement

LUNCH BREAK

-Report presentation
-Action Plan

5th Day: -DEPARTURE
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PARTICIPANT’S LIST

VICTIM WOMEN:

1. VICTIMS FROM TRADITION:
aj I N
1) Bishnu maya Khatri

b)  Badi community;
i) Bimala Nepalee
ii) Kushumi Nepalee

2. VICTIMS OF SOCIAL INJUSTICE:
a) Bonded women:
i) Gongi Tharu
i) Jugri Tharu
iit) Shanta Rani

R VICTIM OF ECONOMIC EVILS AND URBANIZATION:
a) Flesh Trade:
i) Kamala Thapa
i1) Sanu Kanchhi Tamamg
b)  Carpet factory:
i) Meena K.C.
ii) Shanti Jirel

4. VICTIMS OF DEVELOPMENT AND ENVIRONMENTAL
DEGRADATION:
a) Cement factory:
i) Ram Maya Tuladhar
ity Saraswati Shrestha

VICTIMS OF FAMILY VIOLENCE:
1)  Sita devi Lamichane

n
b

6. POLITICAL VICTIMS:
a) Bishnu Paudyal
b) Jivan Ghimire
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FOLLOW UP PROGRAMME OF THE
FORUM FORVICTIM WOMEN

Victim Women’s Forum held in Nepalgunj with a consensus voice
stressed the need for organizing such programs in the future too. INSEC was
requested to take a lead role by including the following activities:

- All the donors and NGOs working for women’s upliftment should come
together to solve women’s problems surfaced in Nepalgunj programme.
Programme identified as to be launched should be taken up. INSEC should
organize a meeting of those participating and other NGOs and INGOs.

- Such Victim women’s forum should be organized in other regions of the
country.

- Regular information should be collected on the programmes launched for the
benefitof victim women after the Nepalgunj forum. Besides, the inforimation
should also be available on the progress and implementation aspect of such
programmes.
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Appandices






can do 3 to 4 kitograms a day if they work from Sam. to 8pm. In weaving , mostly
women arc taken as their fingers are long and are patient. It needs that. The
weavers are putina group. (Generally 3\4 persons are grouped for abig loom. For
a square meter they are paid Rs.30.

A room like a hall with a high ventilation and no windows is the place that
middle grade factories will provide. There are large scale, middle scale, low
middle scale and small scale factories. Generally large scale factories have
fenced arca where the workers feel secure. But a middle grade factories, rent a
house and for small scale factories a room will do. 1t also depends on the work
that factories do. Generally large scale factories do carding, weaving, cutting and
washing but middle scale ones will either do carding and weaving or weaving
only. As for water and the location of the factories, the issue of pollution has been
raised several times, but nothing has been done yet.

A room (as living quarters) is given to the weaver, cutling man and
masters. But for cardincers they have 10 have a room of their own. Generally a
room in Kathmandu costs Rs.700 or more. If one is working in a large scale
factory one will get two beds 1n a room but has to share with more than 4 to 5
people. As for mattress and blankets, stoves, dishes, cooking pots all should be
ones own. But weavers, masters and cutting masters of middle and smatl scale
factorics will get a room for themselves, but other property should be their own
an additional advantage of being weaver. master and cutting man is that one
doesn’ have to pay for clectricity and water. But while the facilities are be there
the risks are more t0o. One cannot move freely as one does in carding, the hands
will be rough and the 14 or more hours work in a stinky dirty room with
monotonous heavy music and bright electricity will surely ruin their health. All
this applics in carding too. As for weavers they have to sit on hard seats and will
have to hang their feet as the loom proceeds. The dirtiness of drinking water has
made common people either to buy a water- filter or boil it. But for workers in
carpet factories these facilities are still far off. The sign of hazardous health,
namely blue lips, disturbed dirty hairs, a weak, pale body and in-arranged dirty
clothes can be seen in each factory. Are they paid for medicines? Actually “No™.
But the diseases they are affected with are yet to be checked. As for weavers they
can cook their own food, although ina group but for cardinals the owner will give
food: dal, low grade rice and a curry. For the tiftin, the owner fixes the amount
that they can have from the nearby tea shop. In a factory of Gaurighat it is told
that the Kids can cat tiffin of a rupee and acup of tea from the tea shop. But even
going through all these hardships they cannot save. Often the workers take money
in advance.

There are factories like *Mahakali Carpet” in Jorpati which do not pay the
workers on time. The workers complain “the owner won’t pay us even in 30 to
40 days. As for “rasin” (foods) he forces us to buy from his own shop, which is
established here for that purpose. The prices they ask are vastly different from the
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woman would save their house rent”. Some organization has brought out the
problems of girls trafficking for prostitution to India. Innocent village girls, who
are generally illiterate and unexposed have come to the capital to carn more. *1
was motivated by the elders especially those who go ona Holiday from here” says
Geeta, a fourtecn year old girt who has left her studies and ran away (o sec¢
Kathmandu. But Kathmandu, the place they have thought so much of, makes
them work more than 14 hours a day, without any healthy food and lodging.
LLiving here is expensive. So, one tries to eam more the less holidays you will
have. There are also rules in factories that they have to work on Saturdays, the
day which is a government holiday too. They said ** we have a day leave every
15th day, it’s a rule”. The workers change to other factories working places and
owners, hoping o gatn a better place and better superiors, but all in vain.
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the policy makers nor the NGOs people have given any attention to the people
who are suffering because of others. The rich people of Kathmandu who want to
have a beautiful concrete house. How many has died of the diseases caused by
cement dust and pollution and how many are about to die is still a matter of
research.

The labors in the factory are from outside. Very few villagers work there.
Among the villagers, some do not want to work there and some are not provided
with. Sanu said, “villagers are recruited only on labor post. For official posts
people form Kathmandu and other places come”. There are three shitts work in
the factory. For the night shift, the turm among the workers rotate. Women are
considered unable for work inside the factory. So. they mostly work on carrying
stones or outside works.While asking She said further “at nights the labors get
drunk and create trouble”. I asked them;what is the profit and facilities they get
of having a factory, most of the villagers replied, “we can have vehicles on
emergency. The factory has given some donation to the local school”. Is the
precious human life exchangeable with mere emergency transport facility 7 The
people who provided lands to the factory are almost all dead. But their successors
are living in the village. According to them the government did not paid them
rcasonable compensation. Today they are asking the government to buy their
land or provide land on exchange. But the government has turn deaf ear till now.
The villagers of Chovar and Sanga are aftected everyday, together the valley
residents and Kathmandu itself is dying due to the monster in Chovar.
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Appendix ; 4

SADI AND BADENI 1N NePAL

Team : Mecena Sharma, Hadewych van Kempen
Place . Dist.Banke-Gagangunj, Dist. Bardia-Rajapur

Duration : 5 days

F THI: two million population of Nepal, Badi community covers aboul
2 hundred thousand. Though itis a small community, the practices and the
life style it is leading, is a matter of concern. A man in the community is
called Badi and a woman Badeni. They are the nomadic tribe. Now-a-
days, this community has been found only in the western, mid-western, and far-
western regions of Nepal. They have been settling in the following places:

Banke : Kohalpur, Gagangunj,

Dang : Tulsipur. Ghorai, Parseni, Bagad. Chirkoti. Andra, Bharaiya,
Arjankhola, Bhalubang, Bangesala,

Bardia . Banbusari, Sati, Patharmoji, Rajapur.

Kailali : Tikapur, Dhangadi,

Surkhet  : Chinchu. Surkhe,

Rookum : Chaujahari. Susikot. Jajarkot. Dailckh

The origin of this tribe starts the middie ages. The then Thakuri Kings of
western Nepal used to keep concubine for entertainment. Gradually, the genera-
tion of concubine formed a community. The whole community used to move
from place to place to entertain people with dancing and singing. They were also
called on social functions like marriage, birth etc. They were paid for their
performance. They used to be invited by feudal and powerful people for
entertainment in their Havelis as well. Apart from few illegal relationship with

“feudal and powcertul people, they did not practice prostitution. Still in hill villages

like chinchu in Surkhet, the Badi women beg for living. But in half-town arcas
like Gagangunj, Rajapur, Sati ctc, they openly practice prostitution. Their
residential areas are known as red-light area for prostitution. Now-a-days, the
prostitution has become the synonymous of Badi community.

The coming of television and radios with cinema decreased their original
profession. Being a nomadic tribe. they were not settled and do not posses any
fixed assets. But since few years back Badi families have began to live perma-

nently like Badis in Gagangunj and Rajapur. They were deprived of any
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cducation and skill-development opportunities. As their profession arc of less
important than it used to be and having no altemmate income they are forced to go
for prostitution. In their community the birth of a girl is celebrated. In future she
will be an only tamily's income source. The mother continues the profession tiil
the daughter becomes eligible for the profession. The prostitution has become
the family’s profession. The male members are skilled to make “madals,
harmonium”or the traditional musical instruments. But thesc are in less demand.
Their large family can’t sustain with these income.

Gagangunj is a half-town area on the border with India. The location too
is supportive for their business. The Badi community began settling there since
2022 B.S. i.c. around AD 1963. Now-a-days it is one of the major prostitution
flourishing center. The internal influx of Badenis to Gagangunj is increasing.
Seeing an opportunity of earning girls from other parts like Bardiya, Salyan and
Dang come there for the profession. They rent flat of the local residents. Girls
form other than Badi community also work therc as prostitute. Itis found out that
few people feed and pay girls 1o work as prostitute. A Badeni also keeps girls on
her own guardianship. Generally these girls are cousin, sister and relatives from
the villages. The owner takes more than halt of the income from these girls. A
father or the male members of the family brings customers for them.

Indian and local people are the regular customers. On a day a girl can have
5 t0 9 customers. The maximum rate is Rs. 50.00 per man. Badeni girls said.,
“some do not want to pay this even”. The house rent, electricity, water and other
daily necessities consume most of their income. Seldom they can save. In
Gagangunj an Indian customers are regarded as best. A girl said, “it is profitable
to have an Indian customers. They pay IC 50.00 which becomes NC 83.00”. The
girls were complaining, “Nepalee customers want more on less money. Some
dada (local gundas), police and military people try to entertain without paying”.
The income of a girl depends on the place she is working and on her looks. The
girls in Gagangunj works for twenty four hours. The profession continues
throughout the day and night. They prepare themselves since the early moming
for the customers. So, even in the early morning we can see girls moving around
with make ups.

Most of the houses in Gagangunj are of concrete. The rooms are small.
Although they are separated leaving a passage. These work as two rooms for (wo
customers. The cold, damp room with a bed in the comer is the place they have
an intercourse. The parents or guardian live on the side room which is also
separated with a concrete wall.

Rajapur is a small town in comparison with (Gagangunj. So the customers
are also less. There are more than 20 girls in the profession. A girl said, “we use
to stand on the passage in a row and a customer can choose for himself”. There
is always a competition to have a customer. She said further, “we do our best to
improve the looks. 1t s really tough to attract someone”. They are seen with heavy
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Appendix : 5

TRAFFIGKED WONEN AND
ALDS WIGTINS

‘Team : Kabita Aryal, Meena Sharma, Hadewychvan Kempen,
Ram Sharan Pyakurel
Place . District Nuwakol; Samundratar, Naubise, Kallert, Bansbote,

Dupche, Bolung, Shikharbesi.
Puration : 5 days. .

EPAL with a population of about 18 million is divided into 75 districts

Almost from all districts girls are trafficked to India and other countrics

for prostitution. But especially in a fcw districts like Kavrepalanchock,

Sindhupalchock, Nuwakot, Dhadhing and Rasua there exists an acute

probiem ot girls-tratticking for prostitution. Also a large number ot girls are
involved in prostitution within the country, in such towns as Kathmandu. Dharan
and Pokhara. There also exists the traditional and religious exploitation of
women, which has forced them into prostitution. Nepalee girls can be found
working in most of the red lights districts ot India like Bombay, Calcutta, Goa,
and Lacknow and in large numbers they are also working as prostitutes in Dubai,
Frankfurt, Berlin and Hongkong (Nepalee weekly. Suruchi Oct. 25), as is shown
by ancws report on “Nepalee prostitutes in Hongkong” (Samichha Oct. 12) and
by occasional reporting on girls-trafficking.

There exist no authentic data to show the number of village girls working
as prostitutes in Nepal and being trafticked toother countries. Butone Kathmandu-
based organization claims that there are more than 2 hundred thousand of
Nepalee women in Indian brothels alone. Raja Ram Thapa, resident of
Kavrepalanchock district, researched on his own account the circumstances of
women trafficked to India for prostitution. He claims to have spent 12 years o
this rescarch. In the course of it he visited 85 brothels in India and interviewed
86,703 prostitutes. In his report he has mentioned 4,994 names of waffickers.
among which are politicians of the present and past regimes of Nepal. In the
interim government period he even went on hunger strike 1o pressurize the
government 1o punish the tratfickers. But neither the interim government nor the
newly elected government have taken any initiatives to that eftect.

Women issues have recently begun to get space in the newspapers.
Women in Indian brothels are given more attention than Nepalee prostitutes in
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goods. Janak Acharya, headmaster in Dupche high schoot said “Bombay
returnees are good customers of our products. For Families without anyone in
Bombay. Bombay returned customers are good support”. Afterstay of 4 or 5 yrs.
in Bombay a women is qualified to open a brothel by herself. Being a woman
from the village the knowledge of the grownup girls in the village is up-to-datc.
The villagers were saying “the big sorts are also running brothels in India. Some
“Galla” (center form where girls are contacted) have been setup in the village
itself”. A National leader’s nicce and two daughter of Pandit of the village are
in Bombay. Pundit is still continuing his preaching in the villages. The headmas-
ter in Dupche said “we can not get labours for the field work™ because most girls
above 13 years old have already gone to Bombay and some are to be going soon.
The trattickers come during holidays and some time the special man come to take
at least two virgin girls to India. Some brothel have the provision of a guide to
take and fetch the girls to and from the village. They are paid Rs.6000.00 with
a sct of clothes.

Mostly the innocent, illiterate and unexposed village girls are cheated by
relatives in being trafficked to India. Kamala, a woman in Samundratar, was
trafficked to India when she was 16 years old. She said “We were marricd. He
proposed to go and see places like Kathmandu and Darjecling. I was delighted.
After three days in the train, [ saw a board written Bombay. [ was suspicious and
asked him about it but he replied negatively. I realized I was being sold only when
a “Gallawali” (owner) hit me for being reluctant to accept prostitution.”

Nowadays girls are also trafficked from carpet factories. Village girls
come to work in the carpet factonies and are then lured by a man to come with hin,
and this man then takes them to Bombay and sells them to brothels. Often the
press has published stonies about girls being drugged and trafficked to India.
Recently “Shrijana Mahila Paribar™ has published the report of a case study of
a girl, who was sold in Bombay from carpet factory. Reports has come of the
educated girls being trafficked from colleges are also tratficked. They are tricked
and lured by the man. But in Nuwakot and some other districts the girls are
trafficked to India with the consent of their parents. The poverty striken girl is
casily tempted by the money and golden omaments that a Bombay returnee
brings with her. The coming back of the girls in a chartered acroplane fornns
another attraction for them. The parents compare their standard of living with that
of the neighbors whose daughter is in Bombay. So they are elated when they have
a daughter, because she can make their future easy. The birth of a daughter is
cause for rejoicing as opposed to the birth of a son, which is something very
uncommon in Nepalee culture. Only very rarely suits are filed against traffickers
in Nuwakot. Whatever is done is done only for the sake of formality. The parents
will gotothe police after they feel certain that the daughter has crossed the border,
because they are afraid that when their daughter would be retrieved by an active
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back for the first time she got married as a second wife and bought a house. But
as she run out of money and her first child was born, her husband left her. He
already had a first wife. The majority of the cases are similar. Some women’s’
husbands have quit the relation with them after they ran out of money, while some
others with higher social status keep themn as concubines. But in every forn of
relation the women become the first and easy one to quit and exploit. Even the
village children tease them and disregard them. This even happened during
interviews.

In Nuwakot there is one high school, five secondary schools and thirteen
primary schools (report by Ram Sharan Pyakurel, INSEC’s District volunteer),
and among the students girls are in minority, and those are only Aryan girls. The
mentality of giving emphasis to household work rather than the education in case
of girl child is very strong in Nuwakot. Some school going girls are forced to quit
from the school due to economic reason and responsibility to look after younger
ones in the house.

In the village WHOREC has opened a “Bamboo skill” training center for
Bombay returnees. Interviewed were complaining about them of taking only well
10 do women of the village. Those who were trained said “School only trains us
to work neither gives tools nor helps on selling the products”.

How do they live there ?

Dimble Tamang, giggling and fecling shy to tell about Bombay brothels,
hiding her face with her clothes, said “Every day I had to serve more than eight
men. But after | was chosen to be a “Banglow” type it became two or three.” In
brothels girls are put on the grades first. second and third respectively. Afier
serving few months in pillow house, some are promoted for Banglow. Banglow
is regarded as the most prosperous, prestigious place. Often the girls escaped
from brothels have told the stories of being tortured in reluctancy to accept the
profession. The women we interviewed were also beaten and starved. “The
temptation to have food, and the surroundings formed a strong force to make us
accept the profession that we were taught (o hate” said Durga. Women said “We
were in a place where there was no hope for help. Once we were sold our life is
finished. After we came back to our villages, society would behave as if we had
invited our fates ourselves.” Are they allowed to go outover there? “Yes, we g0
out mainly to see movies. If any customer would take a fancy for us we could
marry (00, but this happens seldom.” Generally the girls are sold for in between
Rs. 2000 to Rs. 50,000. The trafficker takes the money and the girls have to sell
themselves 10 refund it to the Gallawali. How much do they earn per day? “It
depends on the place where we’re working. In Pillow House we could earn up o
Rs. 200 IC (Indian Currency), and in Banglow much more. But cannot take
money for ourselves. “As in pillow house the customer pays to owner before
coming to us”. I Banglow they can have the moncy for themselves. Buthave to
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aive half of their income to Galfawali for food, clectricity, and lodging and from
other half they have to save and also refund the Gallawali. A guy who has been
to brothel said “mostly in pillbw house three girls carry their profession in a
room™. Gieneralty once a girl has entered a brothel. she will work day and night
for at least four vears. After this only few can have holidays. "My Gallawali
insisted that I stay longer. Evenatter [ had been working for seven years she (the ™
Gallawali) was sull complaining about my debt.” said Dimble Tamang who
doesn’t know for what price she was sold. She said turther “1f one is timid and
quict they won't even give pocket money. But most Nepalee girls are like that:
timid and quiet.” In the beginning in brothels girls are given condoms and are
checked regularly by the brothel doctor. It is also told that in the later years girls
are sterlized. Meera Tamang did not know cause  of her stomach operation
neither the owner told her. She bleed (o death. She said “since operation I aun not
well and now | know the reason of that”.
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well. Janaki in ragged and dirty clothes with uncombed hair and disturbed face
said, “He has threatened to burn our house. Becausc we tried to stay a day longer
for mourning than he permitted”.

Kamalari are sexually exploited. Mostly, the girls in between 15 to 30
years are sexually harassed and abused. The seduction by the landlord and his
relatives is a daily unreported and untold event. Women destitute and subjugating
are easy toexploit. Often the culprit convinces them for intercourse. Janaki Tharu
of Kanchanpur was seduced by her previous owner. Then she was in Jhospura
under forest sub-divisional officer. He gave her a woolen sweater and had an
intercourse with her. She said “they have bought us and can use us in whatever
way they like”. When she became pregnant, the owner sold her to another place.
Her husband accepted the child. They weren’t given any compensation . So, a
child becomes another burden for the family but an extra worker for the landlord
when he grows up. The landlords are freely seducing girls. If such incident
happens, the whole villagers know about it. But nobody dares to speak against
it. A Tharu women is Chomala V.D.C. in Kailali is going to bed with her landlord
Dharama Singh Chand since her youth. She said, “still young girls have to go to
bed with him “. The young girls working in the factories of the landlords are
raped. A girl of 17, a daughter in-law of a Tharu Kamaiya family replaced her
mother in-law in the rice mill of the landlord. On her second day in work, a brother
of the owner asked her to bring a sack of paddy to the room. As she entered into
the room, he closed the door. The girl told her story, *“1 screamed and bite him.
Afteralong struggle I was able to flee”. She has stopped to go there for work. But
the landlord is pressing them to send a worker as before. This is an exceptional
case. But majority of the girls cannot do that either. They mutely accept the
bappening. There is no report filed against these oppression of the owners. These
incidents bave a long-term effect on women. Bal Bahadur Chaudary, the Director
of ‘the Tharu society’ said, “If the news spreads, the villagers will despise and
humiliate the girl. The society thinks that she invited it”. So, instead of going
against the owner, they misbehaved with women. On the onc hand, the unity and
courage is lacking with them, while, on the other, owner threatens and harass
those who try to raise their head. Those who tries to speak against the owner are
murdered too. Recently, in Kanchanpur, a pregnant Tharu girl died in a hospital
. She was raped by her owner. The owner was afraid that his deeds could be
disclosed. So, he bribed the doctor and poisoned her. Everybody in the village
believes it is true, yet nocase has been filed against this incident. The woman said
“Itis no use of complaining. The owner bribes the policeman and administration.
They will speak in favour of the owner and no justice for us. So , instead of
creating fuss and loosing our position, we prefer to remain quite.”

Parbati Chaudary; wife of a doctor in Mahendranagar, Kanchanpur told us
about the situation of Kamaiya women in general. She is an active district
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member of INSEC and has worked with the Kamaiya women on “Matemity
Welfare” project of the government. She also belongs to Tharu Community, of
which people are in bondage in a large number.

On the important feature of the Kamaiya system is Saunki or loan. The
amount of money a Kamaiya borrows is known as “saunki”. The owner charges
high interest on Saunki. [f a Kamaiya break or lose something, an equivalent sum
will be added on their Saunki. They borrow Saunki to maintain daily necessities
and perform social events like marriage, birth celebration, festivals, to pay oftf
Jariamount, et¢. All of these are added on their saunki. So, the saunki goes always
increasing, rather than decreasing, though they sometime pay cash from outside
income. They can not attord food every day. If the saunki is high, the landlord
sells their daughters. Mostly, this kind of incident happens if father is dead and
there are only female members in the family.

Child marriage is prevalent among the kamaiya tamilies. It also depends
on the debt the family has. Kamaiyas do not hesitate to marry a daughter of 3 years
age. They have a custom of selling daughters. Whoevcij marries a daughter has
10 pay a certain amount of money 1o the father in principle. But the owner takes
the money in practice. These kind of marriage are fixed by the owner. He finds
a groom and fix the amount of money which, instead of going to kamaiya, gocs
to him. Jari system is existing there as well. If a girl eloped with another guy
leaving her husband, the new couple have (o pay money. Here again, the owner
fix the amount and take it. There is also a custom of exchange marriage. A
daughter is exchanged with a daughter of in-laws.

During delivery a woman gets seven days-long leave. They call this period
“ghot basne”, which means “to live aloof”. As their term they are left for
themselves. According to Bhramin custom, a woman with recent delivery cannot
gotothekitchenand touch things for twelve days. Their belief is that she becomes
untouchable during this period. But, in kamaiya system, woman have to come (o
work from 8th days of her delivery. She is made to do outdoor work.
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The girls are offered at seven centers in  western region of Nepal, In
Mellauli the girls are offered most. Those offered have to goto clean temple daily
early in the moming, and prepare worship materials for the priest and look after
its properties. But these days, Dewakis rarely go to the temple. A Dewaki said
“we only go on festivals”. Dehimandu in Mellauli is a village of Dewakis. There
are certain casts which do not exist in other parts of the country. They are the
generation of Dewakis. The children of Dewakis cannot adopt their father’s cast.
So they mostly write Dewakas, Negi, Nayak etc. There is an another legend
related to the existence of Nayak and Negi cast. It says that an Indian king came
toMellauliinexile. The then king of Baitadi offered him a post of Nayak (leader)
inatemple. He had an illegal relation with the then Dewaki of the temple. So his
children adopted the title Nayak and Negi. As a rule of Dewaki systemn, Dewakis
are already married to God. So, she can’tremarry. But they can have their sexual
life. We can find the illegitimate children of Devis.Generally the daughter of
Dewaki are bought to be a Dewaki. A case study of Khute Deviand Birbal Singh
Dhami of Darchula is a good example which reveals the society is responsible on
the continuation of this system. In Darchula there are only two families of
Dewakis. In one family, Kul Devi, mother of Khute Devi was offered to the
temple. Her illegitimate daughter Mrs. Khute Devi was again made Dewaki. She
was accepted by Mr. Birbal Singh Dhami with her illegitimate children. Birbal
singh wanted to save Muna, a daughter against being a Dewaki. So, he tried to
take them to Kanchanpur. But the villagers opposed his idea asking who will look
after the temple after Khute Devi?. They creatcd many troubles to stop them from
going. But finally Birbal Singh was successful to take them out of the village
(Rajesh Gautam, Asmita).

Generally the girls from Nayak, Negi, Rahut, Dhami, Dewakas are bought
for offering. It is also a truth that the girls are mostly bought form Melaluli. They
are offered in another village. A family can have more than 10,000.00 for a girl.
1t also depends on their bargaining capacity. The girls are offered to the temples
mostly to fulfill the wish of an offerer. It can be arecovery from the illness, 1o win
a case, to have children, to stop the natural disaster etc. In the past the parents of
the girl used to offer their daughter to fulfill their own desire. But these days the
selling of their daughters have become a prosperous business. They are bought
mostly by wealthy people, some landlords or powerful people. They go to the
village or contact through the guardian or relatives of the girl. Mostly they pay
cash or for those carning their land they negotiate with other items too. The buyer
have to accept her as his/her own daughter. So, for it they used to take her to their
house for few days. But these days taking a girl means creating fuss, which might
put them in trouble. So, they accept her verbally. They also cannot go through
all the rituals of offering. The actual process of offering is to take a girl to the
temple with all the decoration and music. In the temple the priest would read
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who are posted there keep a Dewaki till they stay there. Often they are taken to
India by Indians and come back spending few months or years in India. Some are
taken by some powerful people as a second and third wife. A Dewaki was taken
by suchmanand left with five daughters. She was neither given any compensation
nor any property, although she has a legal right over him.

The boys of young generation are admitted to the school. They feel shame
and disrespect to talk about the issue. They do not want their sisters and mothers
talking about the system. On our interview with a Devi they were constantly
wamning her against speaking. They said they are against it and won’t let their
sisters to be sold. But pity is that they do not know when and how his sister’s has
already become a Dewaki. They are also frustrated with the people promising of
alternative. They said “people come for interviews and publish them in papers.
On one hand our society and village are defamed on the other hand our sisters and
mothers are exposed”. Till now at least six group of people have been there
proiising them of some alternative for livelihood. But to their frustration their
living condition and position are in the same stage as it was years ago. But these
boys are also highly dominated by the culture and custom of the community.
Although they talk in a big voice, on the time of action they will act as their
ancestors did on the issue.

The government have opened a cottage industry. But it is closed already.
The cottage industry trained Dewakis on sewing and knitting. But there is no
market for their production. An industry has no system of helping them on
marketing. Three Dewakis has been taken for the policc force. But further
motivation on Dewakis for other activities lacks on government as well as on
NGOs plannings. Eight daughter of Dewakis has been taken for Education to
Kathmandu. They are completely isolated form their home and their reality. How
they can adjust on coming back to the village its still a question? Some big sorts
has been to the village. They took eight years daughter of a Dewaki and promised
for her schooling. But the villagers have heard that she is made a home servant
in a friend’s house of the promiser instead of going to the school.

In the past the society used to respect Dewakis. But with the increasing
negative aspect on it the people are becoming negative towards them but not with
the system. Very few people in west Nepal realizes the inhumanity and exploi-
tation behind this system. There are no such law to punish the culprits of Dewakis.
But they are punishable under the anti-human trade and flesh trade. The law also
prohibits the polygamy. Till now eight people has been punished under the crime
of offering Dewakis. It was in 2010 B.S. i.e. 39 years ago. Even the people’s
elected democratic legislation and the government have not recognize this
victimization of women. Even today a girl is victimized, who knows!
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